U3A Box Hill Inc. Newsletter
29 Strabane Ave.,
Mont Albert Nth 3129
President’s column
Term 4 is almost over
bringing to a close another
wonderful year of learning
and socialising at U3A
BoxHill. Our grand finale
is our Christmas lunch on
the last Friday of
November, the 30th. This
luncheon gives us all an
opportunity to celebrate the year’s achievements.
Volunteers will be celebrated with a number of
distinguished service awards being presented. The
Bendigo Bank will be on hand to present a couple of
well needed cheques and local politicians and City of
Whitehorse officers will be in attendance. This get
together is also a thankyou to our amazing tutors
whose work makes our whole enterprise possible.
See the invitation in this newsletter.
Future Planning
Members of your COM have met with our local
Council Elgar Ward representatives, Tina Liu and
Blair Barker, over the past few weeks. Issues
discussed were the provision of a (bus -style) shelter
for members waiting for a pick up in the carpark and
the development of an outside recreation area with
shade sails and seating. Blair also suggested a
meeting with peer organisation involved with mainly
males as a way of attracting more male members via
advertising and mutual member swapping.
Constitutional Changes
During the year the Committee of Management, COM,
resolved to make two changes to the U3A Box Hill
Inc.’s constitution. One change is to delete references
to “Associate Members” as we no longer have this
category of membership. The second change is to
specify that nominations to fill positions on the COM
must be received by the Secretary seven days before
the AGM. Currently there is no specification of a
closing date for such nominations in the constitution
(though the COM, has always specified a date for the
closing of nominations which has varied from seven to
fourteen days before the AGM, depending on the year).
The detail of these proposed changes will be available
for viewing on the website and hard copies will be
available from the office and posted on the noticeboard
by the last week of term
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U MAS enrolment
Jim Maunder, Seng Poon and a dedicated group of
data entry people have persisted throughout the year
to install a new administrative system, U MAS. This
system will allow members to enrol and pay on-line
or to come in, as in the past, and enrol in the
Strabane Hall. Procedures are outlined below. We
are all indebted to the UMAS team for patiently
helping us all come to terms with this system.
Activity Leaders’ Seminar and get together
The 31st of August saw five of our activity leaders
meet with other leaders from surrounding U3As to
exchange ideas and experiences and listen to a
knowledgeable speaker on exercising as we age.
Thank you to Helen Beaton, Julie Collins, Beulah
Gardiner, Lee-Ann Green and Beverly Milne for
sharing you knowledge and skills with your
colleagues.
September Working Bee 2018
A sunny day saw an intrepid band giving Strabane
Avenue a really good spring cleaning. Windows were
cleaned carpet spotted and the garden weeded and
replanted. All capped off with a delicious lunch
enriched by the contribution of three plates of delicious
sandwiches and a boston bun contributed by people
unknown. It all added to the joyousness of the day.
June Anton
Frances Brady
Lilian Hui
Rosslyn Ives
Eva Millane
Mary Quarrell
Howard Tankey
Denise Wigg

Stanley Barker
Yuko Endo
Huu Michael
Chris Marks
Rosalie Moy
Veronica Rust
Susan Webster

Valerie Bourke
Gwen George
Janet Hodgson
Pat Menke
Carolyn Olliff
Joan Schonberg
Brian Wigg
Campbell F

Our next working bee is 10am-12pm on February 4th
2019. It is most important to contribute to the working
bee as part of the quid pro quo for our small rent for
Strabane Hall is that we maintain the buildings and
surrounds. If the Council felt that they needed to take
over this task our rents would rise and in their wake our
membership charge would have to rise. Every member
contributing to the working bee keeps our membership
charges down for all members.

Valerie Bourke
President
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U3A Box Hill’s Creative Photography Class
cleans up at the Friends of MGA Competition.

KARAOKE GROUP
The Karaoke group continued their busy
performance timetable with appearances at the

With the encouragement and guidance of our
wonderful tutor Clare Hopkins, nine members of the
Creative Photography class submitted entries for the
Friends of Monash Gallery of Art Photo Competition.
Of the 400 or so photos submitted altogether, 50
were chosen to be displayed in the gallery. Of those
50, 6 were from members of our class, and from that
perspective alone we did very well. Better still - of
those 6, 3 were chosen
as winners in their
categories. Colin
Lampshire won Best
Architectural Image,
and Vicki Goodall won
both the Best Nature
Image and Best
Landscape Image.

Seniors’ Festival and the Whitehorse Spring Festival.

Very well done everyone who
entered, and in particular, a very
big THANK YOU to Clare for
working so hard in getting us to
participate in this competition, and
for her expert advice and
guidance during the process.

You can still enjoy the performances on Youtube,
linked from our website.

All the photos we submitted will be exhibited at
Strabane Hall for everyone to enjoy.

2019 Terms
Term 1
11 February – 5 April
Term 2
23 April - 28 June
Term 3
15 July - 20 September
Term 4
14 October – 28 November

Our U3A entries can be seen on our website.

Thank you to the City of Whitehorse
for their help and sponsorship.

WATCH THESE DATES
November 29
November 30
December 4 & 5
February 4
February 5
February 6 - 10 am
February 6 - 2:30 pm
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End Term 4
Christmas party
Enrolment days
Working Bee
Tutors’ Lunch
Volunteers Morning tea
New Members
Afternoon Tea
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PUBLICITY REPORT

Listed below are those holding an office or a responsibility for
U3A Box Hill. This isn’t all of our workers, of course, just those
identified as responsible for a service or activity.
Committee of Management
President
Valerie Bourke
Vice President
Howard Tankey
Treasurer
Chris Marks
Secretary
Rosslyn Ives
Volunteer Coordinator
Helen Elliott
Website & Newsletter
Stanley Barker
Operable Wall
Chris Marks
Audio Visual
Mario Bonnici
Publicity
Lee Wallin
Network Rep.
Valerie Bourke
Program Coordinator
Betty Shaw
Office Manager
Gwen George
Office Volunteer Coordinator
Mary Quarrell
UMAS Coordinator
Jim Maunder
Administration
Valerie Robertson
Allyson Anthonisz

Housekeeping
Librarian

Newsletter/Website Team
Stanley Barker
Betty Wood

Editor, Website
Logistics

The Fold ‘n Post Team
Betty Wood
Val Robertson
Eva Millane
Celine Fernandez
Stephen Clifton
Trudi McKay

Pam Flynn
Sally Cohen
Judy Joyce
Ann Michael
Trish Clifton
Rosemary Hodgson

UMAS Data Entry Team
Christine Wells
Guek Tan
Rick Westcott
Seng Poon
Rose-Mary Cassin
Ann Michael
Robin Glasscock

LETTER BOX DROP
U3A Box Hill is organising a letter box drop in mid to
late November, prior to Enrolment Days on
December the 4th& 5th.
We are asking for volunteers to distribute brochures
locally. Each person will be given a specific area to
cover. If you can help, please put your name onto
the sheet on the back wall in the main room or in the
office.
WHITEHORSE SPRINGTIME FESTIVAL
The theme for the 2018 Whitehorse Springtime
Festival was the Arts, encompassing a plethora of
visual, performing and literary styles. So U3A Box
Hill embraced the theme by decorating our marquee
with oil paintings hanging from the roof, with large
photographs displayed on table mounted easels as
well as printed stories scattered around. All were
provided by our own U3A members.

Denise Wigg
Jenny Quidenus
Edith Westcott
Susan Cott
Lyn McCutcheon
Trish Thomas
Jim Maunder

For a change, nice
weather prevailed
for those who
manned the stall.
Thanks to Anna
Strahan, Veronica
Rust, Anne Short,
Laura Saunders and
Valery Dowsey for
their contributions on the day.
Appearing on the Blossom Stage were our Karaoke
Group singing in Cantonese, Mandarin, Indonesian
and English, quite a feat in itself. Thanks to them for
their enthusiasm, obvious enjoyment & for
representing U3A Box Hill at such events.
Lee Wallin
Publicity Officer
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WHAT TO EXPECT WITH THE NEW MEMBERSHIP SYSTEM (U-MAS)
What is different from the previous system

What is the same

If you wish you can now re-enrol, pay your
subscription and join classes on-line through our
website without having to fill in the paper form. You
can still use the paper form as before if you wish.

If you don’t have internet or If you don’t want to do
it yourself you can either:attend the Enrolment Days
(Tue 4th and Wed 5th December) where a helper
will process your application, or

Paying subs
U-MAS gives you the option of paying your
subscription on-line, with your credit card. We
(and every other U3A that uses U-MAS) use
PayPal to handle the transaction. You do not need
an account with PayPal to use it. PayPal is safe,
secure and reliable. The option to pay comes after
you have selected your courses.

Post the enrolment form
and a helper will process this in time for classes
next year. (Enrolment form available on our
website or from the office.)
We will process applications for those without
internet as soon as we can - we don’t want to
disadvantage you.

Joining classes

***************

You join courses just clicking a check-box – what
could be easier? After you have clicked your
courses and the ‘confirm’ button you are taken to
the payment section.

OFFICE DUTY VOLUNTEERS
A big thank you to all those volunteers who have
completed their rostered office duty and to the
emergency volunteers who have filled in when
required for 2018. Your time and effort is greatly
appreciated.
The 2019 roster will be prepared early in January
and mailed out mid January or at least by 3rd week of
January.

FULL classes
You can join courses that are marked as FULL
(they are coloured blue) and will automatically be
put on a wait list for that class. The tutor is able to
move members from the wait list to their classes
as they wish.

Mary Quarrell
Office Duty Roster Co-ordinator (2018 & 2019)

***************

Some classes will be marked as FULL from the
beginning so that the tutor can decide which
members go in their class, but don’t let that stop
you from selecting a full course.

Working Bee
Monday 4 February 2019
10.00-12.30

Payment

It’s Cleaningup Time

If you don’t want to pay on-line you will be able
to print an invoice, then bring it into the office on
Enrolment Days with your cheque or credit card
and the U-MAS helpers will do it for you. If you
post it in, it might take a while to process as the
mail is not collected every day, and the office is
not manned over the Xmas break.
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Start of year spruce up
to welcome our members back
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