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President’s column  
 

Welcome back to another year of 

learning and laughing at U3A 

Box Hill. It is a measure of the 

professionalism and dedication 

of the COM that the year has 

begun smoothly.  Special thanks 

to the UMAS team who did the massive job of 

enrolling over 400 members during the December 

enrolment days and since.  Hats off to Jim Maunder 

and Seng Poon.  This good start to the year was also 

enabled by all those who assisted with the three 

introductory events organising invitations, set up, and 

catering should all take a bow for a job well done.   

Thanks to Mary Quarrell and Gwen George, who 

oversaw the organisation of the volunteer morning 

tea.  Also deserving of a special thank you is Anna 

Strahan who helped out with the set up and 

organisation of the tutor’s luncheon despite not being 

a COM member.  And Edith Westcott who ably 

assisted Jim running the 

bar and Lee, Lester, 

COM members, 

Stanley, Betty, Helen, 

Chris, Gwen, Helen and 

Howard all assisted 

with set up, crowd 

management , on the 

stage and the pack up at 

the luncheon.  At the 

tutors’ luncheon long 

standing U3A BH 

member, former COM 

member and tutor of 

Tai Chi, Beulah 

Gardiner was presented 

with a well-deserved 

Distinguished Service 

Award For her many 

years taking the Tai Chi class at U3A BH as well as 

COM service presented at the tutors’ luncheon  

(cont p2…) 

 

 

Tutors luncheon 

 

 

2019 Terms 

Term 1 11 February – 5 April 

Term 2  23 April - 28 June 

Term 3 15 July - 20 September 

Term 4 14 October – 28 November 
 

 

WATCH THESE DATES 

April 5 End Term 1 

April 23 Start Term 2 

April 24 Anzac Day 

June 11 Queen’s Birthday 

June 28 End Term 2 

July 15 Start Term 3 

U3A Box Hill Inc. Newsletter 

29 Strabane Ave., 

Mont Albert Nth 3129 

u3aboxhill.com.au   

Ph: 9898 3336 
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Thank you to Raff Ciccone 

Labor Senator for Victoria 

for printing and collation 

of this newsletter 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

U3A Box Hill held its 28
th

 Annual General Meeting 

on the 13
th

 March and it was no unlucky day. 

Members ratified constitutional changes to 

accommodate the annulment of the Associate 

Member category and to ensure nominations for the 

Committee of Management are in seven days before 

the AGM is scheduled.  The meeting was attended by 

Elgar Ward Councillor, Tina Liu and Alex Brunetti 

from the City of Whitehorse. 

Two distinguished service 

awards were presented, one 

to long standing treasurer 

Chris Marks and one to our 

audio visual 

wizard, Mario 

Bonnici.  

                

Our guest 

speaker, member Dennis Whelan, assisted by 

member Lester Wallin’s audio visuals, informed us 

about the Maralinga atomic tests.  Undertaken at the 

height of the cold war and fear of Soviet Union 

dominance in Europe these 

test were secretly approved 

by then PM Robert Menzies.  

Dennis, an RAF volunteer, 

told a story of sheer 

ignorance combined with 

contempt on the part of 

officialdom for the plight of 

the service personnel and the 

native Pitinjarra people.   

                                                        

Dennis speaking 

A big thankyou to all COM members and others who 

assisted with setup and running of AGM. 

 

Enjoy second term and Melbourne’s glorious 

Autumn weather. 

 
Valerie Bourke  
President

 
Embroidery Class 

 
The Embroidery Class at U3A Box Hill is held at the home 
of the tutor Charmaine Goodman, in a light and spacious 
upstairs studio.  There is an extensive library of patterns, 
needlecraft books and journals, tools and supplies.  
Surrounding the large work table on benches and walls is 
a magnificent exhibition of Charmaine’s exquisite 
needlework displaying examples of all forms of 
embroidery.  The entire home is an embroidery gallery, a 
treasure trove of decades of the most intricate and 
beautiful embroidery works of art. 
 
At an appropriate time 
during Embroidery Class 
on Thursday 7 March 
2019 I announced to our 
tutor and classmates 
that I had been asked by 
Betty Shaw, Program 
Co-ordinator at a U3A 
Box Hill, on behalf of 
U3A Box Hill Committee 
of Management to 
present Tutor 
Charmaine with a 
special award.  I then 
handed over the 
package to astonished 
Charmaine which she opened in front of the class.  It was 
a truly joyful moment as Charmaine displayed the TUTOR 
20 YEAR + gold badge, held up the pretty floral card and 
read aloud the official proclamation from the Committee. 
Bernadette was quick enough to capture the unrestrained 
delight and happiness of our hardworking and dedicated 
tutor as she wore the badge for the first time to our 
heartfelt congratulations and applause.   
 
Charmaine’s well deserved award recognises her 
commitment to the U3A Box Hill and we benefit from an 
improved quality of life through her intellectually 
stimulating, socially involving programme of learning and 
activity. We can thank the wise, courageous and 
inspirational Greek Goddess Athena for embroidery’s 
legacy. Charmaine’s keen embroiderers master this 
ancient handcraft under her firm and expert guidance and 
we are grateful. 
 

Jennifer Willis 

 

        

 

 

Thank you to the City of Whitehorse 

for their help and sponsorship. 
 

VALE Ai Geok LIM 
It was with great sorrow that we learned that our 
dear member Ai Geok LIM passed away on 4th 
March. We send our sincere condolences to 
Sebastian and family. 
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Listed below are those holding an office or a responsibility for 

U3A Box Hill. This isn’t all of our workers, of course, just 

those identified as responsible for a service or activity. 

Committee of Management 

President Valerie Bourke 

Vice President Howard Tankey 

Treasurer Chris Marks 

Secretary Rosslyn Ives 

Volunteer Coordinator Helen Elliott 

Website & Newsletter Stanley Barker 

Operable Wall Chris Marks 

Audio Visual Mario Bonnici 

Publicity Lee Wallin 

Network Rep. Valerie Bourke 

Program Coordinator Betty Shaw 

Office Manager Gwen George 

Committee member Seng Poon 

UMAS Coordinator Jim Maunder 

 

Administration 

Valerie Robertson Housekeeping 

Allyson Anthonisz Librarian 

  

Newsletter/Website Team 

Stanley Barker Editor, Website  

Betty Wood Logistics  

 

The Fold ‘n Post Team 

Betty Wood Pam Flynn 

Val Robertson  Sally Cohen 

Eva Millane Judy Joyce 

Celine Fernandez Ann Michael 

Stephen Clifton Trish Clifton 

Trudi McKay Rosemary Hodgson 

 

UMAS Data Entry Team 

Christine Wells Denise Wigg 

Guek Tan Jenny Quidenus 

Rick Westcott  Edith Westcott 

Seng Poon Susan Cott 

Rose-Mary Cassin Lyn McCutcheon 

Ann Michael Trish Thomas 

Robin Glasscock Jim Maunder 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Office Duty Volunteers 
 
A big Thank You: To the Office Duty Volunteers for 
completing their rostered shifts; to those who have 
moved onto the main roster; to those on the 
emergency list; to those new volunteers who are 
being trained and to those who are doing the 
training.  
The Committee and Members all appreciate your 
time and effort in this support.   
 
Mary Quarrell.   
Office Duty Roster Co-ordinator 

90th Birthday  

 

Renee Shapiro celebrating her 90th with the Current 
Affairs group. Thank you to all those who made it a 
memorable day for Renee, especially  
Rosine who made the scrumptious cake. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Term Two – 2019 - Movie Matinees  
 

8 May 2019 at 1.00pm – Main 
Room 
The Bucket List (2007) – 
Adventure/Comedy - 1hr 37 min 
Director: Rob Riener 
Actors: Jack Nicholson, 
Morgan Freeman and Sean 
Hayes 
This is a feel-good comedy movie 

 

 12 June 2019 at 1.00pm – 
Main Room 
Mrs Brown (1997) – 
Biography/Drama/History/Ro
mance – 1hr 41 min 
Director: John Madden 

Actors: Judy Dench and 
Billy Connolly 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

David Attenborough 
Club 
 
Some U3As have a 
session where they watch 
various David 
Attenborough series and 
discuss with a member 
doing further research each week.  Are you 
interested in finding out more about our wonderful 
planet Earth via this great man’s work, let me know 
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au. 
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Working Bee Monday 4
th

 February 

Strabane Hall and surrounds were treated to a real summer cleanup on the first Monday of term.  A lively group of 

members descended on our Strabane campus ensuring a good start was made to the year.  Windows, window 

ledges, kitchen benches, fridges and microwaves all came under the cleaning cloth.  Carpets were steam cleaned, 

tables wiped down and outside the weeds were cleared and trees trimmed.   

Veronica Rust Stanley Barker Robert McNutty Glenys McIntosh Betty Shaw 

Linghue Zhao Howard Tankey Jill Edwards Sue Wilson Pat Menke 

June Anton Mary Quarrell Peter O Rourke Gwen George Anne Leonard 

Judy Joyce Ria Pawsey Janet Hodgson Eva Millane Valerie Bourke 

Helen Elliott Lee Wallin Terry Barker Helena Mosbauer Vassa NaRanong 

Trish Thomas Rosslyn Ives Elaine Hopper David Embury Rosalie Moy 

Elaine Mason Ann Michael Koon Kwong Sue Embury Kata Hugber 

Chris Marks Edith Westcott Rob Bromley Val Morgan  

 

Supporting this group of workers with their delicious baking were:  Lyn McCutcheon, Judy Joyce, Judy Gray,  

Maureen Kable, and Anna Strahan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussing the work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving even of the shirts off their 

backs 
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       Boss man? 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      
Our Walking group enjoying the surrounds at  
Currawong Bush Park, Mullum Mullum Creek Trail.  

 

CATERING COMMITTEE 
 
The U3A Box Hill committee would like to thank the following people for their contributions to: 
  
A/ The Tutors Lunch ---Gluten Free items by Anna 
Strahan, Ria Tims & Lyn McCutcheon.and a fruit 
platter by Veronica Rust. 
B/  The AGM’s morning Tea. 
Anna Strahan ricotta rounds 
Di Lamborn slice 

Elaine Mason dips, veggie sticks & dry biscuits 
Lee Wallin banana / sultana cake 
Rosalie Moy fruit cheese & dry biscuits 
Valerie Bourke salmon, cream cheese bites 
Celine Fernandez for arranging the food plates & 
greeting members at the door to sign in etc.. 

I t is always rewarding to be involved and offering refreshments transforms a necessity like the AGM into a social 
occasion. 

Thanks also go to those members who pick up & drop off ordered food and those who help set up the hall on the 
day. 

If you would like to help achieve this in the future, please contact Lee Wallin Catering committee. 
  

 
A sumptuous Working Bee luncheon 




