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President’s Column 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to all
to all our first-time members.  After our str
get back to a “sort of“ normal.  Below I hav
to embrace to comply with both City of Wh
regulations in the face to face setting.   
 
The end of last year saw members attend
held outdoors.  

 

 

 
All masked up at the Christmas picnic ,  
City of Whitehorse Jacqui Cook, Alex  
Brunetti and President Valerie Bourke 
 
To begin the year we have a usual workin
from 10 to 12 followed by luncheon.  If you
plate of food to feed the hungry workers.  
are capacity limits on our indoors areas. 
 

Thank you to Raff Ciccone 
Labor Senator for Victoria 
for printing and collation 

of this newsletter 

January 

 to all our ongoing members and a special welcom
our strange on again, off again 2020 it will be good
w I have outlined Covid Protocols that we will all ha
 of Whitehorse and State Government public healt

 

attend a BYO everything Christmas Picnic, necess
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orking bee on Monday February 1st. 
  If you cannot join us please drop off a 
kers.  Lunch will be outside as there 
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COVID PROTOCOLS AND SAFE BEHAVIOUR 
 
We have three main protocols that keep us safe 

1. Bring your own hand sanitiser with you to 

class (do not rely on using the Council’s) and 

use *as you enter *during class and *at the 

end of class and straight after you remove 

your mask. 

2. Social distance as required.  Strict capacity 

limits are in force at all U3A venues. 

3. Wear a mask whenever inside.  There are no 

exceptions as others will correctly feel unsafe 

if you are not wearing a face mask.  If you 

cannot, stick to outside activities.  

4. Despite the easing of some Covid Protocols 

relating to mask wearing, because our 

members are deemed to be in the vulnerable 

“at risk” group, U3As have generally been 

advised not to proceed with close contact 

activities such as table top games for now.  So 

reluctantly, but for the safety of our members, 

U3A Box Hill will not be operating any board or 

card game classes during term 1.  Should 

there be any changes to the DHHS protocols 

as interpreted by the City of Whitehorse these 

activities will be resumed. 

No amount of surface cleaning will keep you safe 
rather you must reduce the chance of any virus 
getting to your nose, mouth and eyes by following the 
above protocols. 

 Contact Tracing protocols require you to 

complete a roll each class and these will be 

stored.  If you use a pen someone else has 

used do not worry, just sanitise your hands 

immediately. 

 Every face-to-face class MUST supply a 

COVID Monitor before they can resume.  

Please volunteer and help keep us safe. 

The City of Whitehorse has placed signs displaying 
their QR code in Strabane Hall. The expectation is 
that members attending classes at Strabane Hall will 
scan this code with the QR code reader they install on 
their smart phone.  There will still be a pen and paper 
sign in option but members will be assisted to 
download relevant Apps so they can become 
comfortable using this technology which is becoming 
increasingly ubiquitous.  
 
 

 
Responsibilities of Covid Monitors 
 
Gently remind members of the conditions of face-to-face 
participation and generally monitor compliance, The City 
of Whitehorse lets us have use of these Community 
buildings only under set conditions. 

 Ensure members are aware of wearing their own 
face mask inside Strabane Hall and Dunloe 
Pavillion (and all other venues) including exercise 
classes inside. 

 Ensure furniture is correctly positioned for social 
distancing, 

 Ensure a dated roll with contact details is 
correctly completed for each class and place roll 
in the records box in the office. If appropriate, 
monitor the use of QR codes. 

 Ensure kitchen is occupied by one person at a 
time, 

 Remind all members of the class that they need 
to have their own hand sanitizer with them and 
repeatedly use throughout the class. 

 Members should wipe down any hard surfaces on 
the chairs and tables they use before they leave. 

 In specified classes, monitor the wearing of 
gloves and sanitizing of game/card equipment 

 Liaise with Betty Shaw re any problems and/or 
non-compliance 

 
Valerie Bourke  
President 

 

Newly elected Councillor for Kingsley Ward, 
Amanda Mc Neill has U3A Box Hill’s needs 
explained by President Valerie Bourke 
 

 



================================= www.u3aboxhill.com.au ================================== 
 

 
 Third Age News 

3 
Volume 30 Number 1         January 2021 

  

 

 

Working Bee 

Monday 1st February 2021 

10.00-12.30 

 
It’s  Cleaningup and back to Strabane Time 
 
Please join us to help spruce up Strabane Hall and surrounds after the long bleak winter. 
Outside jobs will include 

• Sweeping or blowing away the leaves from pathways, veranda and car parks 

• Weeding beds 

• Planting fresh plants 

• Wash outside rails of bird droppings 

• Fertilising beds 

• Washing down of outside benches as needed 

Please bring along gardening equipment, rakes, brooms, buckets, weeding 

equipment, scrubbing brush  etc 

              
Inside Jobs will include 

• Dusting including window sills 

• Window cleaning including removal of any sticky tape remains 

• Cleaning of floors toilets and kitchen 

• Removal of wall scuff marks 

• Wipe out fridge 

• Clean kitchen benches 

• Vacuum air vents 

• Remove cobwebs 

• Use label maker to make signs for filing cabinet file tabs 

Please bring along, cloths and buckets, internal brooms and cobweb 

brooms, windex, micro fibre cloths 

 

Can’t help but can bake a cake or make a fruit platter for the workers?  

Let me know at valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au 
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Programme Co-ordinator’s Report 

 
Happy New Year to all our Members. 

Usually, at this time of the year we are busy planning 

and getting ready to open the doors on another good 

year at Box Hill U3A. 

We are planning a good year, but it will be different 

and adjustments will have to be made! We'll get 

there, together. 

The Committee of Management has been working 

hard to make sure that we comply with the Rules and 

Regulations as set down by the City of Whitehorse 

Council for the use of their buildings with regard to 

class numbers, social distancing, use of sanitizer etc. 

 

Tutors have been contacted regarding their return 

and how they wish to conduct their classes. During 

"lockdown" a few zoom classes attracted more 

members than they did with face-to-face classes (a 

good result). 

Our Tutors will be meeting over two days in early 

February for "training" to cope with the Covid 

situation. 

Some will have their Covid Monitor with them and we 

thank those members who have volunteered to take 

on this role to assist their Tutor. 

It is not a difficult job so if you would like to assist 

your Tutor and Class, please volunteer to be a Covid 

Monitor. 

There is no heavy cleaning (such as bathrooms etc) to 

be done. 

 

We are working on class sizes as we have limited 

numbers allowed in our buildings. This is tricky! 

At this stage we do not know just how many members 

actually intend to physically attend. 

It would really assist me with the planning if you could 

indicate what your intentions are. 

 

Please email me on betty_shaw@hotmail.com    or 

telephone 9857 6153     or 0409 187 258 

as to how you will be participating (by zoom, face-to-

face or hybrid). 

 

With best wishes. 

 

Betty Shaw 

Programme Co-ordinator. 

Hybrid ZOOMs  

  

This is how hybrid ZOOM sessions could work initially 

until Tutors (and their helpers) work out what suits them 

best.  

  

1) Tutor and some members in Hall, some members not 

in Hall  

Tutor runs the class as normal, but a laptop and webcam are 

set up to ‘film’ the tutor and maybe some of the class. The 

ZOOM session is displayed on the TV. Remote members 

can see the tutor and interact as needed.   

Hint: Remote members should have the Tutor ‘pinned’ so 

that they are large on the member’s screen.  

   

2) Tutor and some members not in Hall, some members 

in Hall   

Tutor runs the class from home on ZOOM, a laptop and 

webcam are set up in the hall to show the class members 

present. The ZOOM session is displayed on the TV. Any 

remote members can see the tutor and interact as needed.   

Hint: Remote members should have the Tutor ‘pinned’ so 

that they are large on the member’s screen.  

  

  

U3A have bought a good webcam and a tripod, and we 

have 3 laptops that could be used in the hall. Remote Tutors 

could be lent a laptop or a tablet (yet to be bought if 

needed). 

  
Jim Maunder 
IT communications 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
The Committee is 

 
Valerie Bourke President 

Howard Tankey Vice President 

Rose-Mary Cassin Treasurer 

Janet McDonald Secretary 
Covid Coordinator 

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator 

Jim Maunder IT communications 

Lee Wallin Publicity 

Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator 

Gwen George Office Manager 

Chris Marks Facilities 

Mario Bonnici Audio Visual 

Helen Elliott Volunteer Coordinator 

Shirley Earl Membership Services 

Stanley Barker Website / Newsletter 

 
 



Code Class/Activity Tutors/Leaders Location Day Start Finish

21EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo Mon 7:55 AM 9:30 AM

21MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room Mon 9:45 AM 11:00 AM

21LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Middle Room Mon 9:30 AM 10:40 AM

21EXE15 Line Dancing Bee Lau Scout Hall Mon 11:00 AM 12:15 PM

21ART04 Threads & Needles & Knitting Myrle North Middle Room Mon 11:15 AM 1:15 PM

21LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 11:00 AM 12:05 PM

21ART06 Drawing Fay Salmon Dunloe Pavilion Mon 12:00 PM 1:30 PM

21MUS01 Music Choral Group Margaret Henderson Main Room Mon 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

21LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 12:30 PM 1:30 PM

21LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 1:45 PM 3:00 PM

21LAN15 Spanish Advanced Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 3:15 PM 4:30 PM

21LAN02 Chinese: Writing Pronunciation & Conv Brian Belcher Main Room Tues 8:30 AM 9:00 AM

21LAN16 Esperanto Brian Belcher Main Room Tues 9:00 AM 10:00 AM

21ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe Tues 9:30AM 11:00AM

21ART07 ZOOM - Creative Photography Clare Hopkins ZOOM Tues 9:30 AM 11:30 AM

21LAN01 Chinese Language & Culture Linda Chin Main Room Tues 10:00 AM 11:00 AM

21GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords 1 Margaret Gentile TBA Tues 10:00 AM 11:15 AM

21EXE01 Exercise To Music Julie Collins Main Room Tues 11:15 AM 12:15 PM

21GAM03 Cryptic Crosswords 2 Margaret Gentile TBA Tues 11:15 AM 12:15 PM

21ENT06 Australian Up Close and Further (Fortnightly) Geoff Lay Main Room Tues 12:30 PM 2:00 PM

21CUR01 Current Affairs Sharlee Goss Front Room Tues 12:45 PM 2:15 PM

21LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Middle Room Tues 2:00 PM 3:30 PM

21CUR02 China Today Albert Ip Front Room Tues 2:30 PM 3:30 PM

21WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues) Edith Westcott Front Room Tues 5:00 PM 6:30 PM

21WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Jim Maunder Front Room Tues 5:00 PM 6:30 PM

21LIT05 Poetry Margaret Kirwan Front Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:45 AM

21EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Beulah Gardiner Main Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

21EXE04 Walking Group Vivienne Bland See Folder Wed 10:00 AM 11:30 AM

21ART03 Craft Jewellery Making Merrilyn Brann Middle Room Wed 10:30 AM 12:30 PM

21ENT01 Armchair Travel- 3rd Wed 17/2; 17/3 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM

U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE Term 1   8th February -1st April 2021

 NB:The Time Table may change due to changes in Covid situation

21ENT01 Armchair Travel- 3rd Wed 17/2; 17/3 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM

21SHO01 Short Courses (To Be Advised) Betty Shaw TBA Wed 11:00 PM 12:30 PM

21ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) None Front Room Wed 12:30 PM 1:00 PM

21ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed  3/3 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

21ENT05 Movie Matinee Wed 10/2 ; 10/3 Mario Bonnici Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

21EXE11 Tai Chi 2 Lee Ann Green Scout Hall Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 PM

21EXE11 ZOOM -Tai Chi Qigong Lee Ann Green ZOOM Wed 3:00 PM 4:00 PM

21LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

21LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed Gwen George See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

21LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed Bruce Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

21COM01 C of M meeting  24/2 ;  24/3 Valerie Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

21EXE12 Raw Spirituality & Emotional Freedom Tech Colin Carter Front Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

21SCI01 Chemistry and Physics in Everyday Life Howard Tankey TBA Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

21LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

21LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 10:30 AM 11:30 AM

 21CUL01 Aboriginal Studies  Howard Tankey TBA Thu 11:00 AM 12:00 PM

21LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 11:30 AM 12:30 PM

21LAN07 German Intermediate Eicke Breuer Middle Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:45 PM

21LAN08 German Advanced Eicke Breuer Middle Room Thu 10:45 AM 11:45 AM

21ART01 Craft Embroidery Alt.Thur Charmaine Goodman See Office Thu 10:30 AM 12:30 PM

21HIS02 Australian Characters  11/2; 25/2; 11/3; 25/3 Max McCready Front Room Thu 12:30 PM 1:30 PM

21MUS03 Aust Folk & Bush Music 18/2 ;4/3; 18/3; 1/4 Lester Wallin Front Room Thu 12:30 PM 1:45 PM

21ART08 Art Appreciation Gwen George Middle Room Thu 1:45 PM 3:00 PM

21PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Front Room Thu 2:00 PM 3:30 PM

21EXE06 Lawn Bowls Intro Mel 47 K7 Bill Letch Blackburn Nth Bowls Thu 2:30 PM 4:00 PM

21ART02 Painting Oils Sok-Cheng Chang Main Room Fri 9:15 AM 11:45 AM

21ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment Tien Loh Dunloe Pavilion Fri 11:00 AM 2:00 PM

21TEC01 iPhone / iPad Class Ray Reaburn Front Room Fri 11:00 AM 12:00 PM

Location: Front,  Middle and Main Room= Strabane Hall 

Dunloe Pavilion= Braemar St Strabane Heights = 9 Strabane Avenue

Scout Hall= Boondara Rd, Mont Albert

See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address


