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President’s Column 
 
Happy New Year to all our 
members. May 2022 be a 
year when we can get back to 
year-long face-to-face 
classes!   
 
Christmas Get Together  
despite uncertainties. 

Our Christmas, picnic-style, luncheon on Monday 
13th December was 
a joyous event with 
thirty-four members 
joined by Paul 
Hamer MP, State 
member for Box 
Hill, celebrating the 
end of another 
difficult year and the 
coming of 
Christmas and the 
holidays.  The 
singing of 
Christmas carols 
was tinged with 
sadness as this was 
a farewell session for our Choir leader of the past 
twelve years, Margaret Henderson, and 
accompanist, John Cleghorn.  Certificates of 

Appreciation were presented on behalf of all U3A 
BH members and Judy Joyce summed up well 
the affection and respect the Choir members had 
for their two leaders.   

Helen Elliott, Committee of Management (COM) 
member for twenty years, was honoured for her 
enduring service to U3A BH.  President of U3A 
Network Victoria and past President of U3A BH, 
Susan Webster, spoke to the gathering of her 
friendship with Helen and her admiration for 
Helen’s computing skills that saw her organising 
the administrative functions at U3A BH over 
many years.  Susan also stressed Helen’s ability 
to recruit members onto the COM.  Despite not 
being an official member of the COM, Helen is 
the living archive of U3A BH and is often called 
upon for advice and opinion.  
 
 
  

30
th

 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 

 
Paul Hamer, 

State Member for Box Hill 

 
John Cleghorn, with his award, 

Susan Webster (U3A Network Victoria) and 
Margaret Henderson, with her award. 

 
Helen Elliott receiving her award from Susan 
Webster, President of U3A Network Victoria. 

Thank you to Raff Ciccone 
Labor Senator for Victoria 
for printing and collation 

of this newsletter 
1A Blackburn Rd. Blackburn, 3130 
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UMAS Coordinator, 
Seng Poon, was 
recognised for his 
marathon effort in 
getting Term 4 
operating under the 
new City of 
Whitehorse COVID 
regulations via the 
UMAS whilst 
simultaneously 
preparing the 2022 
enrolments.   
 
 
 
 
 

Programme 
Coordinator, 
Betty Shaw, 
was also 
recognised for 
the time-
consuming 
effort she 
made to get 
Term 4 classes 
up and running 
whilst also 
figuring out 
which classes 
will be 
operating this 
year. 
 
 
 
 -

 
U3A BH members at the Christmas picnic. 
 

Nomination for COM 2022 
Now is the time to think about nominating for the 
organising committee - see nomination form 
below 
 
Vaccination and COVID Marshals 
The UMAS software has been upgraded to 
enable vaccination status to be ascertained so 
that enrolment in face-to-face activities will be 
accessible only to fully-vaccinated members for 
the foreseeable future.  COVID Marshals, under 
City of Whitehorse regulations for users of their 
facilities, will need to read, sign and return to the 
box in the office the declaration forwarded to 
them via email from the City of Whitehorse (copy 
also below - cut out and use).  This will indicate 
that COVID Marshals are responsible for sighting 
proof of vaccination at the first class for their 
group and for any subsequent member who joins 
the class.  Any new COVID Marshals will need to 
complete this declaration. 
 
Membership Fees for 2022 
Because our classes had been so curtailed in 
2021, the U3A Box Hill Committee of 
Management (COM) has determined that the 
membership charge for 2022 should be $30 for 
ongoing members (with an option to donate $10 
or $20) and $40 for new U3A BH members.   
The Aboriginal Studies Group has made some 
wonderful plans for the gazebo structure and is 
planning indigenous plantings and the use of the 
area as a community resource to heighten 
awareness of the culture and lifestyle of the 
Wurundjeri people, who lived in this area before 
Europeans came to Australia. 
 
 

 
COM and helpers Christmas luncheon 
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Grants and Sponsorship 

 
U3A Box Hill has again had the considerable 
assistance from our local Surrey Hills branch of 
the Bendigo Bank to improve the service we give 
our members.  Grants of $1,900 and $1,500 
were received during 2021 to enable the 
publication of the Writers’ Group Anthology and 
also the updating of our history to include the last 
five years, so that we have all thirty years 
documented.   
The Music Appreciation class has received a 
grant to purchase an equipment cupboard and 
thus enhance their classroom operations. The 
Italian and Poetry classes received grants for the 
purchase of books and DVDS. Without the 
Bendigo Bank’s generous support, we would 
struggle to function as effectively in these COVID 
times of declining membership. 
 
Timetable 
Attached is the timetable for Term 1 2022. 
 
Important dates coming up 
Monday Jan 31st Working Bee,  
Wednesday 2nd Feb  
Tutors’ Lunch 12.30 pm, Thursday 3rd Feb 
Volunteers’ Morning Tea 10.00 am and  
New Members’ Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm. 
 
Painting Oils  
 
For the time being, Sok Chen Chang is on 
extended leave as tutor of the Oil Painting Class. 
The class is continuing with Anna Strachan and 
other class members taking over the facilitator 
role. 
 
Valerie Bourke, President 
 

 
 
2022 Terms 
 

 
 
 

All those members who nominated Working Bee 
as their area of volunteering should be aware of:  

Working Bee 

Monday 31st January 2022 

10.00-12.30 

It’s Cleaning up Time 

Please join us to help spruce up 

Strabane Hall ready for Term 1 

Outside jobs will include  

• Sweeping or blowing away the leaves from 

pathways, veranda and car parks  

• Weeding beds  

• Planting fresh plants, Fertilising beds   

• Wash outside rails of bird droppings  

• Washing down of outside benches as needed  

• Window cleaning equipment 

• Please bring along gardening  

• equipment, rakes, brooms, buckets,  

• weeding equipment, scrubbing  

• brush etc  

                              
Inside Jobs will include  

• Dusting including window sills  
• Window cleaning including removal of any 

sticky tape remains  
• Cleaning of floors, toilets and kitchen  
• Removal of wall scuff marks  
• Wipe out fridge  
• Clean kitchen benches  
• Vacuum air vents  
• Remove cobwebs  
• Use label maker to make signs for filing 

cabinet file tabs  
Please bring along cloths and buckets, internal 

brooms and cobweb brooms, windex, 

microfibre cloths   
Can’t help but can bake a cake or make a 

fruit platter for the workers? Let me know at 

valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au  

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

LATE NEWS 

 

Our Choir will be up and running and ready to 

commence on Monday the 7
th

 February. 

Our Programme Coordinator will contact members 

personally. 

  

Term 1 7 February – 8 April 
Term 2 26 April - 24 June 
Term 3 11 July – 16 September 
Term 4 10 October – 25 November 
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Silos Trip 
 

U3A Box Hill’s inaugural overnight excursion was a 
great success.  Twenty-two intrepid adventurers set 
off on Sunday 21st November to explore the western 
silos art trail, basing themselves in Warracknabeal for 
three nights.  Silos at Sheep Hills, Rupanyup, Brim, 
Rosebery, Lascelles and Patchewollock were visited 
along with the Woods; Farming and Heritage 
Museum, the Stick Shed and the Stawell Gift Hall of 
Fame.  Regional towns Castlemaine, Maldon and St 
Arnaud among others were visited.  The highlight of 
the trip was the hosting of U3A Box Hill by U3A 
Horsham for an afternoon tea at Sylvania Park 
Mohair Goat Farm Reception Centre.  Our country 

colleagues really gave us a welcome to the bush. 
Those who attended agreed that we should employ 
Spirit Travel to take us out into the regions for more 
overnight excursions in the months to come.  Two 
U3A Presidents spoke of the benefits of belonging to 
a state-wide organisation 
U3A Horsham President, Rick Walker, and Sounds of 
Music tutor Maria Anson listen to U3A Box Hill 
President Valerie Bourke thank them for their 
welcome. 
 

 
Silos group at Sheep Hills silos 
 

Save the Date 
U3A Box Hill 

is 30 this year 
One of our celebratory events will 
be the AGM and luncheon at the 

Rialto Room at the Veneto Club in 
Bulleen 

Friday 8
th

 April 2022 
AGM at 11  

Luncheon at 12 

COVID Marshals required for each class 

In order to comply with our COVID Safe Plan, 
each face-to-face class will need to nominate a 
Check-in Marshal.  Training for these volunteers 
will take place in the first week of February 2022, 
before classes begin. 

Responsibilities of COVID Marshals 

 Gently remind members of the conditions of 

face-to-face participation and monitor 

compliance, 

 Ensure members sign in using the QR codes 

provided using the Service Victoria App. 

 Check at the first class that all members 

attending face-to-face classes are fully 

vaccinated and check as any new members 

enter classes. 

 Ensure signage and distance markers remain 

in place.  

 Ensure furniture is correctly positioned for 

social distancing. 

 Mark a roll for each class and place roll in the 

records box in the office. 

 Encourage all members to use their own 

sanitizer and wear masks. 

 Complete additional sanitization of high-

touch areas such as doorknobs, railings, toilet 

handles, taps and benches, if appropriate. Not 

needed if each member uses their sanitizer 

frequently.  

 Ensure kitchen is occupied by maximum of 

two people at a time. 

 Liaise with Betty Shaw re any problems. 

 



 
 
All COVID Marshals who have not submitted a hard copy to the box in the office for City of 
Whitehorse people to inspect  

 

COVID CHECK-IN MARSHAL DECLARATION: 

 

It is mandatory for all Community Venue hirers to nominate a COVID Check-in Marshal. The COVID Check-in 

Marshal plays an important role in ensuring venues are COVID Safe, while protecting members of the 

community. 

A COVID Check-in Marshal is responsible for ensuring each person who enters a venue uses the Service Victoria 

QR code to check in on arrival (or an alternative record keeping method, where relevant). A COVID Check-in 

Marshal can request that people entering show them confirmation of a successful check-in and cannot compel 

anyone to do so. 

If a person refuses to show evidence of a successful check in, the COVID Check-in Marshal   can ask that person 

not to enter the venue. Hirers of venues are encouraged to contact security or the police if refusal of entry 

enforcement is required. 

By nominating a COVID Check-in Marshal you are accepting full responsibility for your guests and your event.  

For more information on requirements visit: 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/covid-check-in-marshals#covid-marshals 

COVID Vaccination Requirements:  

The Victorian roadmap for reopening clearly states that you and your guests must be fully vaccinated to hire a 

community facility. As a hirer you agree to be responsible for checking  the vaccination status of all guests and 

will refuse entry to anyone who is unvaccinated or whose status is incomplete/unknown. Failure to meet 

these requirements may result in fines and/or enforcement action. For further information visit: Fines, 

enforcement and reporting | Coronavirus Victoria. 

 

Venue Hirer: U3A Box Hill Inc. 

Declaration: 

(for those that have not completed a hard copy and any recently appointed Marshals) 

COVID duties include (please tick that you have read and understood):  

☐ I understand that it is a State government requirement for all attendees to be fully vaccinated. In line 

with these requirements, I understand that I must check vaccination status of all attendees and refuse 

entry if vaccination status is incomplete or unknown 

☐ Ensuring QR codes are prominently displayed at every entrance  

☐ Providing alternative record keeping methods (such as pen and paper) when it is not possible to use 

the QR code service (for example, there is an internet outage and kiosk check-in can’t be used). 

Name: 

 

Organisation:  U3A Box Hill Inc. 

 

Date:  

 

 

Signature:                
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The Committee of Management is 
 

Valerie Bourke President 

Chris Marks Vice President / Facilities 

Rose-Mary Cassin Treasurer 

Denise Wigg Secretary 

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator 

Lee Wallin Publicity/Community 

Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator 

Gwen George Office Manager 

Janet McDonald  

Mario Bonnici Audio Visual 

Kathy Burt Minutes Secretary 

Shirley Earl Membership Services 

Stanley Barker Website / Newsletter 

 
********************** 

PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR'S REPORT. 

 

After a few shaky stop/starts in 2020 and 2021 we 

are hoping that we can commence Term 1 on 

Monday the 7
th

 February. 

Before then, we have the Tutors' Lunch then the 

Volunteers' Morning Tea and the New Member's 

Afternoon Tea. Don't forget - you cannot just turn up, 

we have to receive your acceptance before all 

occasions (because we still must comply with City of 

Whitehorse regulations - keep the masks handy). This 

also applies to classes. Don't forget to keep Friday 

the 8
th

 April clear for our Annual General Meeting 

and 30th Birthday celebration! When did you last see 

30? 

Wishing everyone a very successful year with Good 

Health and Happiness. 

 

Betty Shaw 

Programme Co-ordinator. 

 
********************** 

 

We have recently heard the sad news that a long 

time U3A Box Hill member, Mim Egan passed away 

just before Christmas, aged 107!! 

 

Her book of stories ‘Never a Dull 

Moment’ was published in time for 

her to hold it in her hand and to 

read. 

Reviewed by the OnlineBookClub.org 

with 4/4 rating! U3A Library will 

soon have a copy.

Caterer wanted.  We need a caterer to assist with our 
various luncheons such as the Christmas and tutors.  
Have you used a caterer that would be good for us to 

try?  Please pass contacts to 
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au. 

 
********************** 

How to use the Service Victoria app 
 

If you do not already have the app follow one of these 
YouTube demonstrations on how the get the Service 

Victoria app – use the one for your type of smartphone. 
The name of the app you want in both cases is "Service 

Victoria". 
For an iPhone: https://youtu.be/qg0Vx2RoGVI        For 

an Android phone: https://youtu.be/QEtLjNsceMM 
 

 
Great news ! The Aboriginal Studies Group will 
continue in 2022 with a new leader, Jim Poulter, and 
with our 2021 leader Howard Tankey remaining as a 
class participant.  
  
Jim is a well-known author on local Aboriginal history 
and member of the Manningham reconciliation group. 
He is also a leader of Aboriginal studies at other 
U3As. 
  
Heartfelt thanks are given to Howard for forming this 
group; Howard has noted that stepping out of the 
leader’s role will give him more time to pursue his 
dedication to reconciliation. 
  
UBH Aboriginal Studies Group will start up with other 
classes in the second week of February, with 
Thursday at 11am in the Strabane Hall front room as 
our regular time. This is intended to be a face to face 
group, although some sessions were held on line 
during various lockdowns last year. 
  
The group is keen to welcome new participants – 
topics in 2021 included current events in the 
Aboriginal reconciliation movement, Aboriginal history 
since 1788, and personal feelings and activities of 
group members. Many people are now asking why 
they were not taught more in school about the history 
of European engagement with the First Nations 
peoples. Many people question the stereotypes 
presented up until the very recent past about 
Aboriginal culture and history. After learning more 
about these topics, people often tend to seek a 
deeper understanding of Aboriginal culture, which is 
also part of this discussion group’s syllabus. 
  
As of this newsletter, enrolment should be by the 
change of class form available from the website or 
UBH Office.  For class one on 10 February, it is 
possible to turn up for a “sampler” and to register 
after that day. 

https://forums.onlinebookclub.org/viewtopic.php?p=1829789#p1829789
http://https/youtu.be/qg0Vx2RoGVI
http://https/youtu.be/qg0Vx2RoGVI
http://https/youtu.be/QEtLjNsceMM
http://https/youtu.be/QEtLjNsceMM


 

 

 

 

 
 

COM  NOMINATION FORM 
 

For Committee of Management 2022/2023 

Positions to be filled:  President, Vice-President,  Treasurer,  Secretary and 

       12 general Committee members. 

 

If you are nominating yourself: 

 

Your name (print below) 

 

I, ……………………………………………………………..…, being a full financial member of U3A Box Hill Inc., 

hereby nominate myself for the role of ……………………………………….. on the Committee for 2022–2023. 

 

………………………………………………………….……………………… 

(Signature of person nominated and date) 

 

 

 

If you are nominating another financial member (not yourself): 
 

Print your name below 

 

I, ……………………………………………………being a full financial member of U3A Box Hill Inc., hereby 

nominate for the role of ………………………………………………..…. on Committee for 2022–2023 

 

……………………………………………………………(Print name of person nominated) 

 

Declaration to be completed by person nominated: 

 

I, ……………………………………………………being a full financial member of U3A Box Hill Inc., hereby accept 

nomination for the role of …………………………………………….….. on the Committee for 2022–2023. 

 

………………………………………………………….……………………… 

(Signature of person nominated and date) 

 

Please submit completed form to: The Secretary, U3A Box Hill Inc.  

to be put in secretary’s file in the filing cabinet in the office 

29 Strabane Ave, Mont Albert North, VIC 3129 

By Friday 18
th

  March 2022  

 



(As at 20.01.2022)

Code Class/Activity Tutors/Leaders Location Day Start Finish

22EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo Mon 7:55 AM 9:30 AM

22LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Front-Middle Room Mon 9:30 AM 10:40 AM

22MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room Mon 9:45 AM 11:00 AM

22LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 11:00 AM 12:05 PM

22EXE15 Line Dancing  FULL Bee Lau Guide Hall Mon 11:00 AM 12:15 PM

22ART06 Drawing    FULL Fay Salmon Dunloe Pavilion Mon 12:00 PM 1:30 PM

22LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 12:30 PM 1:30 PM

22LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 1:45 PM 3:00 PM

22LAN15 Spanish Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 3:15 PM 4:30 PM

22LAN02 Chinese:Writing  Pronunciation & Co Brian Belcher Main Room Tue 8:30 AM 9:00 AM

22LAN16 Esperanto Brian Belcher Main Room Tue 9:00 AM 10:00 AM

22ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe Tue 9:30 AM 11:00 AM

22ART07 Creative Photography Clare Hopkins Front Room Tue 9:30 AM 11:30 AM

22LAN01 Chinese Language & Culture Linda Chin Main Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM

22GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords 1 Margaret Gentile Middle Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM

22GAM03 Cryptic Crosswords 2 Margaret Gentile Middle Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM

22EXE01 Exercise To Music   FULL Julie Collins Main-Middle Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM

22CUR01 Current Affairs Joan Sullivan Main Room Tue 12:30 PM 2:00 PM

22EXE17 Re-create Wellness using Meditation Dianne Lewis Front Room Tue 12:45 PM 2:00 PM

22LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Middle Room Tue 2:00 PM 3:30 PM

22GAM06 Solo and 500 David Embury Main Room Tue 2:00 PM 4:00 PM

22CUR02 ZOOM -China Today Albert Ip Zoom Tue 2:30 pm 3:30 PM

22WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues)   FULL Edith Westcott Main Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM

22WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Ann Best Main Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM

22EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Beulah Gardiner Main Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

22LIT05 Poetry Margaret Kirwan Dunloe Pavilion Wed 9:30 AM 10:45 AM

22EXE04 Walking Group TBA See Folder Wed 10:00 AM 11:30 AM

22ART03 Craft Jewellery Making   FULL Merrilyn Brann Front Room Wed 10:30 AM 12:30 PM

22SHO01 Short Courses Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM

22ENT01 Armchair Travel Wed 23/2; 23/3 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM

22ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) Seng Poon Front Room Wed 12:30 PM 1:00 PM

22EXE11 Tai Chi 2 Lee Ann Green Scout Hall Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm

22ENT06 Aust Up Close and Further 16/2;23/2;16/3 Geoff Lay Middle Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm

22ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed 2/3 ; 6/4 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:30 pm

22LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

22ENT05 Movie Matinee Wed 9/2; 9/3; 30/3 Mario Bonnici Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

22LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed Gwen George See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

22LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed Bruce Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

22EXE12 Raw Spirituality and Emotional Freedom T Colin Carter Front Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM

22COM01 C of M meetings 23/2; 23/3 Valerie Bourke Middle Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM

22LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

22LAN07 German Beginners Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

22LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 10:30 AM 11:30 AM

22ART01 Craft Embroidery Alt.Thur Charmaine Goodman See Office Thu 10:30 AM 12:30 PM

22LAN08 German Intermediate Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 10:45 AM 11:45 AM

22CUL01 Aboriginal Studies Jim Poulter Front Room Thu 11:00 AM 12:00 PM

22LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 11:30 AM 12:30 PM

22GAM04 Mah Jong Robyn Glasscock Middle Room Thu 1:15 PM 3:30 PM

22ART08 Art Appreciation Gwen George Front Room Thu 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

22PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Main Room Thu 2:00 PM 3:30 PM

22EXE06 Lawn Bowls Intro Mel 47 K7 Bill Letch Blackburn Nth Bowls Thu 2:30 PM 4:00 PM

22ART02 Painting Oils    FULL Sok Cheng and Anna Main-Middle Room Fri 9:15 AM 11:45 AM

22LAN06 French Literature Geoff Salter See Office Fri 10:45 AM 12:00 PM

22TEC01 iPhone / iPad Workshop Jim Maunder Front Room Fri 11:00 AM 12:00 PM

22ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment   FULL Tien Loh Dunloe Pavilion Fri 11:00 AM 2:00 PM

22GAM01 Bridge Duplicate   FULL Peter Chan Main-Middle Room Fri 12:45 PM 4:00 PM

22GAM05 Scrabble    FULL Eva Millane Front Room Fri 1:30 PM 3:30 PM

Front,  Middle and Main Room= Strabane Hall 

Dunloe Pavilion= Braemar St

Guide Hall = Cooinda Guide Hall, Rosstrevor Pde

Scout Hall = Boondara Rd, Mont Albert.

See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address

U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE  Term 1  - 7th Feb -8th Apr 2022

 NB:The Time Table may change due to changes in Covid situation
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