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President’s Report
Thirtieth Anniversary
luncheon and AGM

Our thirty-first AGM (there were 
two AGMs back in 1992) at the 
Veneto club was attended by 55 
members who passed our 
financial statements and 
endorsed the 2022/3 COM 

members.  The minutes of this meeting will be 
presented to the 2023 AGM for ratification.  
Following this AGM, a birthday atmosphere was 
created at the luncheon with our own Box Hill 
Singers leading the group of 71 members in a happy 
birthday song sung to the tune of the Hallelujah 
Chorus.  Thank you to Roy Orliff who had the idea of 
training up a singing group for this event.  During the 
lunch, former presidents Max McCready and Bruce 
Bourke were presented with Life Membership Awards
and Betty Shaw and Anna Strahan were presented 
with Distinguished Service Awards.  Anjali Marcou 
from the Bendigo Bank presented a symbolic cheque 
to President Valerie Bourke to highlight the support 
given to U3A Box Hill during the past year, in 
particular the funding of the publication of The 
Writers’ Group Anthology and the updated History of 
U3A Box Hill.  President of Network Victoria, and 
former president of U3A Box Hill, Susan Webster, 
spoke to the gathered members about the power of 
U3As to enrich the lives of seniors and raised a toast 
to U3A Box Hill.  Foundation member Lyn Akeroyd 
cut the birthday cake, and the raffle, which raised 
more than $400 for NSW flood victims, was drawn.

Bendigo Bank Surrey Hills Branch Manager presents 
a cheque to President Valerie Bourke 

A big thankyou to all the COM members and catering 
team members who helped on the day: at the 
registration desk, running the raffle, setting up the 
acoustics, decorating the tables and the room and 
bringing in all those raffle prizes, collecting the 
payments and creating the attendance sheets.  A 
large behind the scenes effort is required to run a 
successful event. Well done all.

U3A Box Hill singers sing Happy Birthday to diners at 
the thirtieth Anniversary luncheon

THE BETTER BIG BANK.

30th ANNIVERSARY EDITION

Thank you to Raff Ciccone
Labor Senator for Victoria
for printing and collation

of this newsletter
1A Blackburn Rd. Blackburn, 3130



Presidents column cont'd      

           
Lyn Akeroyd, foundation member, cutting the cake

A clutch of presidents, Valerie Bourke, 
Colin Mayfield, Susan Webster, 
Max McCready, Bruce Bourke

                                   
Anna Strahan and Betty Shaw with Distinguished Service Awards

Former presidents, Bruce Bourke (with Jo Dawson) and Max McCready (with Valerie Bourke) 
presented with Life membership awards
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NORDIC Walking

Masked walkers 2021

This activity is enjoyed by a hardy group who 
walk whatever the weather at 8am each 
Monday (no matter a school holiday). Although 
the coffee we enjoy halfway through our walk 
is a big drawcard. This group, of about a 
dozen, is recognised by the observant as they 
progress like cross country skiers, sticks 
swinging through the autumn leaves seeking a 
caffeine fix.

Is available on the U3A Box Hill website.
http://www.u3aboxhill.com.au/30thWriters.pdf

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Timetable
Attached is the timetable for Term 3 2022.

The Committee of Management is

Valerie Bourke President

Chris Marks Vice President / Facilities

Rose-Mary Cassin Treasurer

Chris Dwyer Secretary

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator

Lee Wallin Publicity/Community

Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator

Gwen George Office Manager

Mario Bonnici Audio Visual

Kathy Burt Minute Secretary

Shirley Earl Membership Services

Stanley Barker Website / Newsletter

Welcome to Chris Dwyer, new COM member,
who has taken on the role of Secretary.
Thank you to Seng and Betty for yet again 
“getting the show on the road” for term II and a 
special thank you to Rose-Mary Cassin who 
handled all the paperwork essential to the 
running of an incorporated organisation and who 
prepared all the financial papers for the AGM.

Thank you Lee for enthusiastically taking on the 
task of getting a board out the front of Strabane 
Hall advertising our wares.

Publicity
We had a small mention in Whitehorse News via 
the column of Amanda McNeill, our Kingsley 
Ward Councillor.
We were disappointed that the City of 
Whitehorse did not extend the rent relief granted 
for 2021 to us for 2022 as we have less income 
this year with our reduced fees.

NEWS FLASH
Bendigo Bank will sponsor new T Shirts for our 
Choir and Karaoke Groups (conditions will apply) 
to the tune of $1,800.

2022 Terms

*

Term 1 7 February – 8 April
Term 2 26 April - 24 June
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 10 October – 25 November

KEEPING SAFE

As Covid and flu viruses are rampant in the 
community it is a good idea to do as 
doctors are now telling seniors to do
"when under a roof, wear a mask" for your 
protection.
AND do make sure you have had a fourth 
covid jab and the flu jab.
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Aboriginal studies group excursion

First Nations Discussion Group at U3A Box Hill 
took an excursion last term, walking along 
Aboriginal tracks and fish and eel cultivation sites 
in the Yarra at Finn's Reserve in Lower 
Templestowe. 
Discussion leader Jim Poulter pointed out 
geographical features in the river where 
Aboriginal people would have constructed weirs 
annually after each spring flood to create quiet 
water for fish breeding. Later in the year, 
openings in the weir walls would have 
concentrated migrating eels for capture. Our 
group walked about 150 meters downstream to a 
site later dubbed a "swimming hole" where other 
signs of Aboriginal management were visible. 
Our discussion group has nearly doubled in size 
in its second year - from six to 10 participants, 
with information in the UBH newsletter and word 
of mouth helping to increase our numbers. This 
excursion was the first for 2022, with some other 
UBH members joining us for a very pleasant 
hour.

Spanish classes

Our Spanish classes travel around the Spanish 
world while learning Spanish.

New bullfights where the bull isn’t killed…

Harvesting water from Peru’s fog.

The USA is now the second largest Spanish 
speaking country.

and Spanish cooking lessons…

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Can YOU help our refugees?
The Balwyn Rotary Club is having a collection for both 
Afghan & Ukrainian refugees who have arrived in Victoria.
As it’s the coldest start to winter since 1949, blankets & 
doonas are highly sought after.
If you wish to donate items, the drop off point is THE 
Koonung Heights Uniting Church, corner of Belmore & 
Winfield Rds., Balwyn East at 11:00 am Saturday 
mornings.
https://koonungheights.unitingchurch.org.au/
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Wednesday Short Courses

Mario Bonnici has done a number of short 
courses. One of them was “Australian Symbols 
and Inventions”…

For those who missed out, here are some of the 
inventions…

The Victa mower was developed by Mervyn 
Victor Richardson, in 
August 1952. While it was 
not the first rotary 
lawnmower ever 
developed, it was cheaper, 
lighter, easier to use and 
manufacture than other
mowers. Victa Mowers is 
now a multi-million dollar 
industry exporting to 30 
countries.

The Esky, a brand of portable cooler box, was
created by Malleys, a 
Sydney refrigeration 
business in the 1950’s and 
recognised as the first 
official portable cooler in the 
world.
The name is derived from 
the word Eskimo.

Google maps 
Danish brothers 
Lars and Jens 
Rasmussen 
developed the 
platform for Google 
Maps in Sydney in 
the early 2000s. 
Along with 
Australians Neil 

Gordon and Stephen Ma, they founded a small 
start-up company called Where 2 Technologies 
in 2003. The following year it was bought by 
internet giant Google, which also hired the four 
men. The technology was turned into what we now 
know as Google Maps.

Wi-Fi
John O’Sullivan of Melbourne’s CSIRO paved the 
way for the wireless internet technology in the 
early nineties.
Wi-Fi technology 
is used to 
provide local 
network and internet access to devices that are 
within Wi-Fi range of one or more routers that are 
connected to the Internet. The coverage of 
interconnected access points can extend from an 
area as small as a few rooms to as large as many 
square kilometres

Polymer banknotes were first developed by 
the Reserve Bank of Australia, CSIRO and The 

University of 
Melbourne. They 
were first issued as 
currency in 
Australia during 

1988, coinciding with Australia's bicentennial year.

The black box flight recorder has helped make 
commercial air travel the world’s safest form of 
travel. It was invented by Australian scientist Dr 
David Warren, 
who lost his own 
father to an 
aircraft tragedy in 
1934.
This remarkable 
device is virtually indestructible and records the 
final moments of a crashed plane’s last flight. 
While it is a box, it is not black but bright orange 
colour, to making it easier to locate.

Cochlear implant 
In 1978, Professor Graeme Clark (of Melbourne
University) successfully performed the world's first 
cochlear implant operation at Melbourne's Royal 

Victorian Eye and Ear 
Hospital.
It is the first cochlear 
implant to reliably give 
speech understanding to 
severely and profoundly 

deaf people, as well as spoken language to 
children born deaf. 

Don’t miss out on Mario’s next presentation!



(As at14.06.2022)

Code Class/Activity Tutors/Leaders Location Day Start Finish
22EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo Mon 7:55 AM 9:30 AM
22LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Front-Middle Room Mon 9:30 AM 10:40 AM
22MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room Mon 9:45 AM 11:00 AM
22LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 11:00 AM 12:05 PM
22EXE15 Line Dancing Bee Lau Guide Hall Mon 11:00 AM 12:15 PM
22ART06 Drawing Fay Salmon Dunloe Pavilion Mon 12:00 PM 1:30 PM
22LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 12:30 PM 1:30 PM
22CUR02 ZOOM -China Today TBA Albert Ip Zoom Mon 1:30 PM 2:30 PM
22MUS01 Music Choral Group Julie Lancashire Main Room Mon 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
22LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 1:45 PM 3:00 PM
22LAN02 Chinese:Writing Pronunciation & Conversation Brian Belcher Front Room Tue 8:30 AM 9:00 AM
22LAN16 Esperanto Brian Belcher Front Room Tue 9:00 AM 10:00 AM
22ART07 Creative Photography (FULL) Clare Hopkins Middle Room Tue 9:15 AM 11:15 AM
22ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe Tue 9:30 AM 11:00 AM
22LAN01 Chinese Language & Culture (FULL) Linda Chin Main Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
22GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords 1 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
22GAM03 Cryptic Crosswords 2 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM
22EXE01 Exercise To Music Julie Collins Main-Middle Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM
22CUR01 Current Affairs Joan Sullivan Main Room Tue 12:30 PM 2:00 PM
22LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Middle Room Tue 2:00 PM 3:30 PM
22GAM06 Solo and 500 David Embury Main Room Tue 2:00 PM 4:00 PM
22WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues) (FULL) Edith Westcott Main Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM
22WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Ann Best Front Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM
22EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Beulah Gardiner Main Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
22LIT05 Poetry (FULL) Margaret Kirwan Dunloe Pavilion Wed 9:30 AM 10:45 AM
22EXE04 Walking Group Raewyn A & Rob H See Folder Wed 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
22ART03 Craft Jewellery Making (FULL) Merrilyn Brann Front Room Wed 10:30 AM 12:30 PM
22SHO01 Short Courses Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
22ENT01 Armchair Travel We d 27/7; 24/8 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
22ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) Seng Poon Front Room Wed 12:30 PM 1:00 PM
22EXE11 Tai Chi 2 Lee Ann Green Scout Hall Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm
22ENT06 Aust Up Close and Further  TBA Geoff Lay Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm
22ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed  3/8; 7/9; 2/11 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:30 pm
22LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22ENT05 Movie Matinee Wed 13/7;10/8;14/9;12/10;9/11 Mario Bonnici Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed  (FULL) Gwen George See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed  (FULL) Bruce Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
22EXE12 Raw Spirituality and Emotional Freedom Tech Colin Carter Front Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM
22COM01 C of M Meetings 27/7; 24/8;26/10;23/11 Valerie Bourke Middle Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM
22LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
22LAN07 German Beginners Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
22LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 10:30 AM 11:30 AM
22ART01 Craft Embroidery Alt.Thur Charmaine Goodman See Office Thu 10:30 AM 12:30 PM
22LAN08 German Intermediate Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 10:45 AM 11:45 AM
22ART10 Knitting and Crochet Elva Castle Scout Hall Thu 10:45 AM 12:15 PM
22CUL01 Aboriginal Studies  (FULL) Jim Poulter Front Room Thu 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
22LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 11:30 AM 12:30 PM
22EXE06 Lawn Bowls Intro Mel 47 K7 Bill Letch Blackburn Nth Bowls Thu 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22GAM04 Mah Jong Robyn Glasscock Middle Room Thu 1:15 PM 3:30 PM
22ART08 Art Appreciation Gwen George Front Room Thu 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
22PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Main Room Thu 2:00 PM 3:30 PM
22ART02 Painting Oils Sok Cheng Chang Main-Middle Room Fri 9:15 AM 11:45 AM
22TEC01 iPhone / iPad Workshop Jim Maunder Front Room Fri 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
22ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment  (FULL) Tien Loh Dunloe Pavilion Fri 11:00 AM 2:00 PM
22GAM01 Bridge Duplicate Peter Chan Main-Middle Room Fri 12:45 PM 4:00 PM
22GAM05 Scrabble  (FULL) Eva Millane Front Room Fri 1:30 PM 3:30 PM
Front,  Middle and Main Room= Strabane Hall 
Dunloe Pavilion= Braemar St
Guide Hall = Cooinda Guide Hall, Rosstrevor Pde
Scout Hall = Boondara Rd, Mont Albert.
See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address

U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE  Term 3  - 11th July -16th September 2022
 NB:The Time Table may change due to changes in Covid situation


