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President’s Report

The winter term is coming to 
an end with a couple of days 
with temps in the high teens 
to reassure us that Spring is 
around the corner.  Thank you 
all for cheerfully coming into 
face to face classes 
throughout.  We have to thank 
our wonderful tutors who have 

orchestrated the programme of classes that has
allowed us to celebrate the joy of learning and 
socialising together over the cold days of third 
term.

At the July COM meeting it was decided that the 2023 
annual subscription would be $40 for continuing 
members and $50 for new to U3A Box Hill members.

Please note there are NO CLASSES During 
SENIORS WEEK, Term 4 will begin on the 10th of 
October.  A programme of activities has been put 
together for seniors across the state and public 
transport is free for seniors from Sunday to 
Sunday.  So why not take the train to Bendigo, 
Geelong or Ballarat and enjoy one of the many 
regional events.

Seniors Week celebrations once again include a 
carnival at Federation Square at which our Choir and 
Karaoke group will perform as well as events all over 
Victoria.  Please see the attached timetable for events 
we are hosting at Strabane Hall, Dunloe Pavilion and 
the Scout Hall during October.  Sunday 23rd is also the 
City of Whitehorse Spring Festival with events at the 
Nunawading Civic Centre and at Tunstall Square.  If 
you can help out by giving a couple of hours to man 
our U3A Box Hill Stall please email:
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au
        

THE BETTER BIG BANK.

The Christmas in July Concert was a great success 
with 18 Choir members 
entertaining an audience 
around 45 with their 
harmonies and popular 
songs.  The finale was a set 
of Christmas carols with an 
invitation for the audience to 
join in under the masterful 
tutelage of Julie Lancashire.  

The whole event was 
capped off by a scrumptious 
Christmas themed afternoon 

tea with ginger nuts, mini Christmas pudding, fruit 
cake, sherry and “white Christmas”.

*********************

Seniors Week booklet that lists 
many of the Seniors Week events 
across the state, can be found in 
Coles stores  (U3A Box Hill has 
five events listed but more are 
available on line
https://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.
au/seniors-festival-events-listing)

*********************

Thank you to Raff Ciccone
Labor Senator for Victoria
for printing and collation

of this newsletter
1A Blackburn Rd. Blackburn, 3130

30th ANNIVERSARY EDITION
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Wine groups at U3A Box Hill

U3A currently has two wine groups, one 
operates on every second Tuesday of the month 
from 5 to 6.30 and a second runs every fourth 
Tuesday from 5 to 6.30, both at Strabane Hall.
These congenial and convivial groups meet once a 
month and operate to enable wine lovers to gather and 
discuss, share and improve their knowledge and 
enjoyment of wine.

Each session, a couple 
of members provide a 
number of different 
wines and some 
appropriate snacks so 
that various points of
interest about the wines 
can be explored.  One 
month a particular style 
of wine, or, perhaps a  
particular grape growing 
region, or even a 
specific wine maker’s 
different vintages across 
the years might be 
investigated.

Wine group II began their July session looking at 
some Victorian wines; two 
different but really delicious 
sparkling wines from the 
Domaine Chandon stable, 
the non-vintage Sparkling 
wine and their vintage 
Rose (2015).  Well, it was 
goodbye dry July for me!  A 
not quite as popular Pinot 
Gris followed, but for a 
number present, the lovely 
ruby coloured Fallen 
Giants Shiraz was the 
highlight of the evening. (All those coming to the 
Grampians in September should note a visit to this 
winery is on our itinerary.).  The August meeting 
explored wines from the Glenarty Road winery 

famous for maturing its 
sparkling wines at the 
bottom of the Southern 
Ocean.  
Wine groups provide a 
non-pretentious 
environment for would-be 
connoisseurs and just love 
wine folk to meet other 
members who share their 
love of the juice of the 
vine.  Come join one of the 
wine groups.
     

NEW POLO SHIRTS 

The Bendigo Bank has sponsored U3A Box Hill to 
have new polo shirts as part of our efforts to heighten 
public awareness of our organisation and what it does. 
These shirts are to 
be worn by 
members when 
representing U3A 
Box Hill in the public 
domain, such as 
Karaoke  and choir 
groups at Federation Square during the Seniors’ 
Carnival.

THE BETTER BIG BANK.
*********************

Music Appreciation Class

This class commenced in 1995 and was led by the late 
David Lording until ill-health forced his retirement in mid-
2012. Some members of the original class still attend 
today. Maureen Kable has coordinated the class since 
David’s retirement. 

There are 33 members enrolled for the class which is 
held each Monday morning from 9.45am until 11am. 
Despite the chilliness and rainy days of winter, the 
average class attendance is 25, testimony to the 
participants’ enjoyment of music and the impetus it gives 
for a new week. 

Maureen Kable is our esteemed Coordinator. She brings 
knowledge and a love and passion for music to her role. 
As well as overseeing the schedule, she encourages 
class members to offer programmes of their own 
choosing. Sessions in the first half of 2022 led by class 
members included the music of Handel, the film music of 
John Williams, music by female Australian composers 
and music inspired by Scotland. The class is very 
appreciative of Maureen’s attention to all class members 
and those who are absent because of illness or other 
personal difficulties. 

This term we are concentrating on the music of Mozart. 
We have been watching the excellent DVD “In Search Of 
Mozart” which presents his life story and music. This is 
supplemented by hearing performances of his music 
through CDs and YouTubes. At the end of this term we 
are completing a countdown – A Classic 10 of Mozart 
favourites, as voted by the members of the class. 

As well as thanking Maureen, the class would also 
acknowledge the technical know-how of Mario Bonnici 
and Allyson Anthonisz who have presented YouTubes of 
various musical items. 

Jim Miller
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U3A BOX HILL ABORIGINAL STUDIES GROUP

Our U3A Box Hill Aboriginal Studies Group recently talked 
about the symbolism of First Nations cloaks some of which 
we have seen parliamentarians wear on key occasions like 
the opening of Parliament or a Ministerial swearing in. 

Two individual members of the group then researched 
cloaks further and here’s what they found.  

In 2010 Yamatji-Noonga man Ken Wyatt wore a full pelt 
kangaroo skin cloak for his maiden speech to Federal 
Parliament. The cloak was presented to him by his mob’s 
elders. It’s southwestern Noongar in style and correctly 
called a Buka. Bukas are made from one or more full pelts 
and therefore have no or minimal stitching. Such cloaks 
differ from the stitched possum ones we encounter here in 
the southeast. 

Ken chooses to decorate 
the clasp of his single full 
pelt with the feathers of 
a red-tailed black 
cockatoo. He wore his 
cloak again in 2019 when 
he was sworn in as a 
member of Cabinet.    

Ken Wya� (2019). Image included with full acknowledgement to 
the NMA & to photographer Gary Ramage.

In 2016 our current Minister for Indigenous Affairs, Linda 
Burney also wore a ceremonial cloak when giving her first 
speech to Federal Parliament. 

Her cloak too is kangaroo rather than possum. It was made 
by a friend, Lynette Riley. Burned freehand into Linda’s 
cloak’s skin are the white cockatoo totem - the totem given 
to Linda by her Wiradjuri people to symbolise her role as a 
messenger – and the Wiradjuri’s goanna. 

On that occasion Linda was sung into Parliament by her 
sister and two friends who stood, wearing their own 
kangaroo-skin cloaks, in the public gallery. Early in 2022 
Linda wore her cloak again, this time for her Ministerial 
swearing-in.

*********************

Public Gallery of 
the Lower House 
(2016): Image 
included with 
full 
acknowledgeme
nt to the 
ABC/Anna 
Henderson & to 
The Guardian 
[Australian 
edi�on].

Additionally below we show a south-eastern area cloak, 
Melbourne University’s Wurundjeri one. This dates to 2014. 
It was made by Mandy Nicholson, a Wurundjeri-Willam 
woman, artist and Traditional Custodian of Melbourne and 
Surrounds and is worn during major Melbourne University 
events to signify the university’s respect for our First 
Nations people. 

The wax string stitched design mixes Wurundjeri style swirls 
and lines. The former acknowledges both the university’s 
location on Wurundjeri land and Wurundjeri Welcoming 
Fire smoke. In turn further swirls signify the many directions 
of a student’s journey of study. These swirls never stray too 
far from long straight lines that show travel towards the 
goal of a degree. Smaller lines within a swirl depict 
obstacles encountered.  

Wurundjeri Possum Skin Cloak 
(2014): Images from Shirley 
Earl, taken during the 2022 
‘Emu Sky’ Exhibi�on, Melb. 
University, Old Quad.

Question: How do you feel when you see initiating song or 
entitled cloaks in a major ceremony in our Country?

*********************
Timetable
Attached is the timetable for Term 4 2022.

2022 Terms

Term 1 7 February – 8 April
Term 2 26 April - 24 June
Term 3 11 July – 16 September
Term 4 10 October – 25 November
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A much-needed spring spruce up of Strabane 
Hall and surrounds will take part on Thursday 

22 September, 10 am to 12.30pm when a 
scrumptious lunch will be served.  A focus will 
be on the development of an indigenous food 

plant garden in the surrounds of the gazebo.  If 
you cannot help out, a (named) plate of food 

for the workers is always welcome.

Working Bee
Thursday 22 September 

2022
10.00 - 12.30

Please join us to help spruce up Strabane Hall and 
surrounds after the long bleak winter.
Outside jobs will include

• Sweeping or blowing away the leaves from 
pathways, veranda and car parks

• Weeding beds
• Planting fresh plants
• Wash outside rails of bird droppings
• Fertilising beds
• Washing down of outside benches as 

needed

Please bring along gardening equipment, 
rakes, brooms, buckets, weeding 
equipment, scrubbing brush, etc.

                                 
Inside Jobs will include

• Dusting including window sills
• Window cleaning including removal of any 

sticky tape remains
• Cleaning of floors toilets and kitchen
• Removal of wall scuff marks
• Wipe out fridge
• Clean kitchen benches
• Vacuum air vents
• Remove cobwebs
• Use label maker to make signs for filing 

cabinet file tabs
Please bring along, cloths and buckets, internal 
brooms and cobweb brooms, windex, micro 
fibre cloths, goo remover.

Can’t help but can bake a cake or make a 
fruit platter for the workers? 

Let me know at valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au

The Committee of Management is

Valerie Bourke President

Chris Marks Vice President / Facilities

Rose-Mary Cassin Treasurer

Chris Dwyer Secretary

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator

Lee Wallin Publicity/Community

Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator

Gwen George Office Manager

Mario Bonnici Audio Visual

Kathy Burt Event Organiser

Shirley Earl Membership Services

Stanley Barker Website / Newsletter

*********************

Italian Classes at Box Hill U3A

Italian classes are held weekly on Monday at the 
Strabane premises starting at 9:30 till 10:45 for Level 2 
(Intermediate) and from 11:00 till 12:15 for Level 3 
(Advanced).
The sessions include conversation, information and 
correction of grammatical exercises and reading texts 
and articles from different Italian magazines. Apart 
from the linguistic aspect, Italian culture is also 
discussed. We have just learnt about the “Ferragosto”. 
This is the period in Italy - usually a week before and a 
week after the 15th August (peak summer), when
Italians enjoy a two-week break from work. They flock 
to the beaches, the mountains or overseas. This is the 
time to go visiting Italian cities if you 
enjoy galleries and museums.
We also discuss the artistic work of 
famous Italians. Members of the 
Advanced class had to look at the 
only known three female portraits 
painted by Leonardo da Vinci –  (1) 
Ginevra, 

(2) The Lady with 
the Ermine and 

(3) Mona Lisa -
then write a 
description of the 
painting (in Italian, 

of course).



PROMOTIONAL SIGN

A U3A Box Hill 
promotional sign 
has been erected 
in the front yard of 
our Strabane Hall 
venue. This has 
been generously 
sponsored by 
Fletchers, 244 
Canterbury Road, 
Canterbury. We hope this will provide a visual impact 
on any potential members in the area or anyone who 
passes by our venue. Thanks to everyone involved in 
getting this signage to fruition.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

DON'T THROW IT OUT
Don't throw that appliance/toy 
out to landfill.
See if the REPAIR CAFE can 
help you repair it. Volunteers 
await at the Greythorn Hub 
(next to Aldi) every third 
Sunday 10 am to 12.30

GAZEBO GARDEN

We’re trying to feature as many traditional native food 
& medicinal plants in this and nearby beds as we can. 
So far we have planted 2 herbs, a dye & baby’s 
sleeping draught, a flowering sweet, 5 tubers (used for 
roasting) and another root crop (used in stews).

EVENTS AT U3A BOX HILL * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

TAI CHI. Wednesday 19October 1 - 2pm. Scout Hall 
EXERCISE TO MUSIC. Tuesdays 11 , 18 & 25 October 11.15am - 12.15pm. TBA
DRAWING. Monday 10October 1 - 1.30pm. Mont Albert Pavilion, 
KARAOKE. Sunday 2October 1pm. The Edge, Federation Sq. 

Friday 14October. 11am - 12.30pm Mont Albert Pavilion
MAH JONG. Thursdays 13 & 20 October. 1.30 - 2pm Middle Room, Strabane Hall
MUSIC FOR PLEASURE. Monday 10October 1.30 - 2.30pm Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
SOLO & 500 Tuesdays 11, 18 & 25October. 2 - 3pm Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
KNITTING & CROCHET Thursday 13October 10.45am - 12.15pm Scout Hall, 
CHINESE LANGUAGE & 
CULTURE.

Tuesday 25 October 10 11am Main Room, Strabane Hall, 

GUEST SPEAKER Wednesday 12October 11am Main Room, Strabane Hall
Wendy Le Get - "Life at Koobabbie Farm".
GUEST SPEAKER Wednesday 19October. 11am Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
Jim Miller - Ralph Vaughan Williams - the Man and his Music.
GUEST SPEAKER Wednesday 26 October 11am Main Room, Strabane Hall
Mark Balla - "Toilet Man". An amazing journey through India and its result, changing the lives of millions.

Strabane Hall, 29 Strabane Avenue, Mont Albert North 
Scout Hall, 23 - 27 Boondara Road, Mont Albert North 
Mont Albert Pavilion, Braemar Street, Mont Albert North.



(As at29.08.2022)

Code Class/Activity Tutors/Leaders Location Day Start Finish
22EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo Mon 7:55 AM 9:30 AM
22LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 9:30 AM 10:40 AM
22MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room Mon 9:45 AM 11:00 AM
22EXE15 Line Dancing Bee Lau Guide Hall Mon 10:30 AM 11:45 AM
22LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 11:00 AM 12:05 PM
22ART06 Drawing Fay Salmon Dunloe Pavilion Mon 12:00 PM 1:30 PM
22LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 12:30 PM 1:30 PM
22CUR02 ZOOM -China Today Albert Ip Zoom Mon 1:30 PM 2:30 PM
22MUS01 Music Choral Group Julie Lancashire Main Room Mon 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
22LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 1:45 PM 3:00 PM
22ART07 Creative Photography (Fortnightly) Clare Hopkins Middle Room Tue 9:15 AM 11:15 AM
22ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe Tue 9:30 AM 11:00 AM
22LAN01 Chinese Language & Culture Linda Chin Main Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
22GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords 1 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
22GAM03 Cryptic Crosswords 2 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM
22EXE01 Exercise To Music Julie Collins Main-Middle Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM
22CUR01 Current Affairs Joan Sullivan Main Room Tue 12:30 PM 2:00 PM
22LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Middle Room Tue 2:00 PM 3:30 PM
22GAM06 Solo and 500 David Embury Main Room Tue 2:00 PM 4:00 PM
22WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues) Edith Westcott Main Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM
22WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Ann Best Front Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM
22EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Beulah Gardiner Main Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
22LIT05 Poetry Margaret Kirwan Dunloe Pavilion Wed 9:30 AM 10:45 AM
22EXE04 Walking Group Jill Edwards See Folder Wed 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
22ART03 Craft Jewellery Making Merrilyn Brann Front Room Wed 10:30 AM 12:30 PM
22SHO01 Short Courses Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
22ENT01 Armchair Travel Wed  26/10; 23/11 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
22ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) Front Room Wed 12:30 PM 1:00 PM
22EXE11 Tai Chi 2 Lee Ann Green Scout Hall Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm
22ENT06 Aust Up Close and Further (as advertised) Geoff Lay Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm
22ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed   2/11 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:30 pm
22LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22ENT05 Movie Matinee Wed  12/10; 9/11 Mario Bonnici Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed Gwen George See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed Bruce Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
22EXE12 Raw Spirituality and Emotional Freedom T Colin Carter Front Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM
22COM01 C of M Meetings   26/10; 23/11 Valerie Bourke Middle Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM
22LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
22LAN07 German Beginners Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
22LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 10:30 AM 11:30 AM
22ART01 Craft Embroidery Alt.Thur Charmaine Goodman See Office Thu 0.4375 0.52083333
22LAN08 German Intermediate Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 10:45 AM 11:45 AM
22ART10 Knitting and Crochet Elva Castle Scout Hall Thu 10:45 AM 12:15 PM
22CUL01 Aboriginal Studies Jim Poulter Front Room Thu 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
22LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 11:30 AM 12:30 PM
22EXE06 Lawn Bowls Intro Mel 47 K7 Bill Letch Blackburn Nth Bowls Thu 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
22GAM04 Mah Jong Robyn Glasscock Middle Room Thu 1:15 PM 3:30 PM
22ART08 Art Appreciation Gwen George Front Room Thu 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
22PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Main Room Thu 2:00 PM 3:30 PM
22ART02 Painting Oils Sok-Cheng Chang Main-Middle Room Fri 9:15 AM 11:45 AM
22ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment Tien Loh Dunloe Pavilion Fri 11:00 AM 2:00 PM
22GAM01 Bridge Duplicate Peter Chan Main-Middle Room Fri 12:45 PM 4:00 PM
22GAM05 Scrabble Eva Millane Front Room Fri 1:30 PM 3:30 PM
Front,  Middle and Main Room= Strabane Hall 
Dunloe Pavilion= Braemar St
Guide Hall = Cooinda Guide Hall, Rosstrevor Pde
Scout Hall = Boondara Rd, Mont Albert.
See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address

U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE  Term 4  - 10th October  to 25th November 2022
 NB:   The Timetable is correct as at the date shown


