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President’s Report

The first week of February
is a time of work and
welcome for a devoted
team of volunteers
To begin the year over thirty
members at the working
Bee helped spruce up
Strabane Hall and
surrounds so that it would

be at its best for the first classes of term 1.  The
volunteers’ thank you morning tea went off well
with a convivial group enjoying some good home
cooking.  The new members afternoon tea saw a
number of rookies sign up for various volunteer
tasks including the much needed monthly office
duty.   The Tutors’ lunch is always a happy event
with more than fifty in attendance celebrating the
work of our tutors.  What a service they provide to
our members. In absentia Helen Beaton was
presented with a twenty year service badge. Julie
Collins (30 years).received her thirty years badge.

New Tutors and Courses Needed
Our U3A needs new classes, especially Exercise
and Dance classes as well as ESL classes.  Do
you know anyone who is qualified to, or could
train someone else to teach one such class as a
volunteer tutor?

The tutors’ lunch

Programme coordinator Betty is presented with a
plant

Thank you to Raff Ciccone
Labor Senator for Victoria
for printing and collation

of this newsletter.
1A Blackburn Rd. Blackburn, 3130
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Working Bee

A refreshingly cool Monday the 30th of January saw 33
members help bring Strabane Hall back to its full glory.
The garden was tended, the carpark and veranda
swept, seats and windows cleaned.  A convivial
luncheon topped off this annual start of the new year
event.  All members owe this group (names shown in
the table below) a debt of gratitude for we gain a
considerable rent reduction in return for the upkeep of
the Hall and surrounds.  Special thanks for the
organisers, Lee Wallen, Veronica Rust and Stanley

Barker.  Most
pleasing for us
oldies was the large
number of new to
working bee people
who attended.  We
hope you enjoyed
the morning and will
come again in
September

Gwen, queen of
the office

             ………….Seng sorts the name tags

2023 Terms

U3A Box Hill 2023 annual membership
$40 for ongoing members
$50 for new members

 Mary Jane Logan Maz Spencer
Stanley Barker Elaine Hopper
Veronica Rust Gwen George
Rosslyn Ives Andrea Ramirez
Christine Dwyer Chris Marks
Howard Tankey Choon Tong
Lee Wallin Jannie Lay
Toni Fribence Geoff Lay
Lilian Banks John Ling
Allyson Anthonisz Janet Ling
Kathy Burt Karen Russell
Rob Bromley Valerie Dowsey
Carol Oliff Stewart Ham
Anna Strahan Susan Webster
Valerie Bourke Pat Menke
David Embury Wendy Keith

Wayne Hogan
]

.  (Apologies for any name misspellings I did my best with
interpreting the hand writing)

GET TO KNOW YOUR BRAIN BETTER

A new course starting on
MONDAY 1st May at 11:00 am to
12:15  at Strabane Ave.

Sign up in the office

Term 1 5 February – 6 April
Term 2 24 April - 23 June
Term 3 10 July – 15 September
Term 4 9 October – 24 November
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The 2023/4 Committee of Management is

The Working Bee Lunch

Feeding the workers; Jannie Lay (enticing fruit cake),
Jo Dawson (lovely cake), Anna Strahan (wonderful
mini muffins), Judy Joyce (those scones so delicious)
and Linda Chan, and Valerie Bourke and Pat Menke
(who went out to Costco for the sandwiches).

U3A Box Hill’s third tour 24 to 27 September
in the holidays.

Based at Wangaratta, we will explore North East Victoria
including Glen rowan, Chiltern, Rutherglen, Bright ,
Beechworth and of course the Eastern Silos trail through
Tungamah, Devenish, Goorambat as well as the street art
of Benalla.  A wonderful opportunity to learn the history
and geography of this beautiful part of Victoria and help
out regional businesses who suffered greatly during the
lockdowns.

Expressions of interest due now.
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au

*****************

Valerie Bourke President

Rose-Mary Cassin Treasurer

Chris Dwyer Secretary

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator

Lee Wallin Publicity / Community

Chris Marks Facilities

Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator

Gwen George Office Manager

Mario Bonnici Audio Visual

Kathy Burt Event Organiser

Shirley Earl Membership Services

Stanley Barker Website / Newsletter

Claire Harris Committee Member
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The 32nd AGM March 22 2023

Thirty four U3ABH members gathered at Strabane Hall
to conduct the 32nd Annual General Meeting of U3A
Box Hill. Here financial statements for 2022 were
approved, the minutes of the 31st AGM approved and a
new Committee of Management was elected.

 Susan Webster of U3A
Network Victoria spoke
about the difficulties many
Volunteer organizations
were having maintaining
members after the ravages
of COVID.  She praised U3A
BH COM members for their
sterling efforts and
reiterated the various
programs that Network has
instituted to train up new
Course facilitators thus
broadening what U3As are able to offer.

Ryan Sinclair from City of
Whitehorse declares all COM
positions vacant.

Valerie Bourke was elected as
President, Rose-Mary Cassin
as Treasurer, and Chris Dwyer
as Secretary. Other Committee
members elected were Betty
Shaw, Lee Wallin, Seng Poon,
Gwen George, Mario Bonnici,
Kathy Burt, Shirley Earl,

Stanley Barker, and Claire Harris.

U3A BH member, Geoff Lay, enthusiastically gave us a
photo history of various past events in Melbourne and
across the state such as bush fires, dust storms and
giant hailstones.

All this was followed
by a wonderful home
baked morning tea
with Laura Saunders,
Elliott Earl and Ann
Michael preparing the
feast for members
present.

COURSES

At the beginning of Term 1 we enjoyed the
Volunteers' Morning Tea, the New Members'
Afternoon Tea and the Tutors' Lunch.

Now all of a sudden, we are planning Term 2
commencing after our first holiday break! We are
going to try something different - Trivia will stay at
1pm on the first Wednesday of the month but our
Movie Matinee will be at 11am on the second
Wednesday of the month. This will be followed by
lunch together and if you like, a discussion about
the movie (or just plain lunch!). We are hoping to
get our Science Course up and running . We'll also
have our Low Impact Exercise Class commencing
(and there's room for more enrolments).

Thank you for all our Tutors and the effort they put
into making their classes work. Julie Collins has

commenced her 31st year as a Tutor! A great
effort.

It's your U3A - make it work this year. Thank you
for your participation.

Betty Shaw
Programme Coordinator.
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ABORIGINAL STUDIES
What’s Howard holding?

Our weekly Newsletter has been carrying a series on
indigenous artefacts that the tutor brings along to the
Aboriginal Studies class. U3A Boxhill member
Howard Tankey also recently showed some of the
class one with a difference.

Okay - it’s a box
with a sliding lid.
The lid’s
decoration
appears to
depict terrain
and long
journeys with
people gathered
roughly mid-way
. . .  Inside? Is a
gift made by Uncle Shane Charles for the
Whitehorse Friends for Reconciliation (WFFR)
group.

Traditionally Aboriginal messengers carried small
(10-20cm in length) incised sticks across Country.
Each messenger both carried the stick and received
accompanying verbal instructions.

A message stick worked like a ‘passport’ - together
with a messenger’s standardised facial paint it
guaranteed freedom of access over and beyond
customary song line routes. A few basic marks on
the stick might verify a spoken message. In cases of
urgency sticks might be prepared hastily and passed
hand to hand from one tribe’s messenger to another.
In general, messages involved announcement of
ceremonies, requests, warnings, invitations to
corroborees, negotiations, a story. Sometimes they
were very elaborately carved.

WFFR’s stick is a variant design. It holds a USB
flash drive which is used by local schools to record
stories their pupils want to relay about learning from
our First Nations.

Thanks for sharing it with we Seniors too Howard!

LINE DANCING

One could hear the
chatter from the
footpath as the Line
Dancing class
resumed this week.

The number of
members has
exploded requiring a
move from the guide to the scout hall with 6 on the
waiting list. 

Smiles from all round
as they began their
new steps with
enthusiasm under
their tutor Bee.

THE BETTER BIG BANK.

We have received a grant of $600 from Bendigo
Bank and $500 from Valda Twaddle foundation for
use providing Air Purifiers at Strabane Hall.



(As at 24.03.2023)

Code Class/Activity Tutors/Leaders Location Day Start Finish
23EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo Mon 7:55 AM 9:30 AM
23LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 9:30 AM 10:40 AM
23MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room Mon 9:45 AM 11:00 AM
23EXE15 Line Dancing Bee Lau Scout Hall Mon 10:30 AM 12:15 PM
23LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 11:00 AM 12:05 PM
23ART06 Drawing Fay Salmon Dunloe Pavilion Mon 12:00 PM 1:30 PM
23LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 12:30 PM 1:30 PM
23CUR02 ZOOM -China Today Albert Ip Zoom Mon 1:30 PM 2:30 PM
23MUS01 Music Choral Group Trevor Henley Deepdene Mon 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
23LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 1:45 PM 3:00 PM
23ART07 Creative Photography Colin Lampshire Middle Room Tue 9:30 AM 11:15 AM
23LAN01 Chinese Language & Culture Linda Chin Main Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
23GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords 1 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
23GAM03 Cryptic Crosswords 2 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
23EXE01 Exercise To Music Julie Collins Main-Middle Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM
23CUR01 Current Affairs Lee Wallin Main Room Tue 12:30 PM 2:00 PM
23LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Middle Room Tue 2:00 PM 3:30 PM
23GAM06 Solo and 500 David Embury Main Room Tue 2:00 PM 4:00 PM
23MUS56 History of Rock and Roll Lester Wallin Front Room Tue 3:00 PM 4:00 PM
23WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues) Ric Pawsey Main Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM
23WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Ann Best Front Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM
23EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Beulah Gardiner Main Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
23LIT05 Poetry Margaret Kirwan Dunloe Pavilion Wed 9:30 AM 10:45 AM
23ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe Wed 9:30 AM 11:00 AM
23EXE04 Walking Group Vivienne Bland See Folder Wed 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
23ART03 Craft Jewellery Making Merrilyn Brann Front Room Wed 10:30 AM 12:30 PM
23SHO01 Short Courses 3/5;17/5;7/6;21/6 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
23ENT01 Armchair Travel 4th Wed-26/4;24/5 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
23ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) None Front Room Wed 12:30 PM 1:00 PM
23EXE11 Tai Chi 2 Lee Ann Green Scout Hall Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm
23ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed of month 6/5; 7/6 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:30 pm
23LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
23ENT05 Movie Matinee 2nd Wed 10/5; 31/5; 14/6 Mario Bonnici Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
23LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed Gwen George See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
23LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed Shared Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM
23COM01 C of M Meetings 4th Wed 26/4; 24/5 Valerie Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:15  PM 2:45 PM
23EXE12 Living from the Inherent Peace that we are Colin Carter Front Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM
23LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
23LAN07 German Beginners Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM
23LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 10:30 AM 11:30 AM
23ART01 Craft Embroidery Alt.Thur Charmaine Goodman See Office Thu 10:30 AM 12:30 PM
23LAN08 German Intermediate Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 10:45 AM 11:45 AM
23ART10 Knitting and Crochet Elva Castle Scout Hall Thu 10:45 AM 12:15 PM
23CUL01 Aboriginal Studies Jim Poulter Front Room Thu 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
23LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 11:30 AM 12:30 PM
23EXE06 Lawn Bowls Intro Mel 47 K7 John Blasetti Blackburn Nth Bowls Thu 1:00 PM 3:00 PM
23GAM04 Mah Jong Lorraine Ryan Middle Room Thu 1:15 PM 3:30 PM
23PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Main Room Thu 2:00 PM 3:30 PM
23ART02 Painting Oils Sok-Cheng Chang Main-Middle Room Fri 9:15 AM 11:45 AM
23TEC01 iPad Fun and Games Jim Maunder Front Room Fri 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
23LAN02 Chinese:Writing  Pronunciation & Con Brian Belcher Zoom Fri 11:00 AM 12:15 PM
23ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment Tien Loh Dunloe Pavilion Fri 11:00 AM 2:00 PM
23GAM01 Bridge Duplicate Peter Chan Main-Middle Room Fri 12:45 PM 4:00 PM
23GAM05 Scrabble Eva Millane Front Room Fri 1:30 PM 3:30 PM

Dunloe Pavilion= Braemar St
Guide Hall = Cooinda Guide Hall, Rosstrevor Pde
Scout Hall = Boondara Rd, Mont Albert.
See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address

U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE  Term 2  - 24th April - 23 June 2023


