
President’s Column

Congratulations for surviving 
what has seemed to be a very 
harsh winter.  Now that daytime 
temperatures are creeping back 
up to the high teens and the 
days are noticeably longer, we 
are reassured Spring is 
returning.  Thank you to all out 
Tutors who helped make these 

colder months so much more interesting with their 
welcoming classes offering conviviality, knowledge, 
skills and even fitness.  
Term 4 does not start when the schools go back.  
Because you all need an opportunity to travel (with 
your free rail vouchers), and to attend the many 
special events put on for us Seniors Week, we do not 
begin classes till 9th October.  Remember that the City 
of Whitehorse Spring Festival Day is on 15th October, 
(please let me know if you can help “man” the U3A 
Box Hill stall for a couple of fun-filled hours, email:
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au).  Our Spring clean and 
tidy up working Bee will be on 29th September (see 
notice below)
U3A Box Hill has received an Active Seniors Grant 
from the City of Whitehorse to promote the playing of 
Pickle Ball among our members.  Please contact me 
on my email above if you can play Thursday mornings 
from 9am to 12 noon at the Boroondara Sports 
Complex.   The big reward for those who persevere 
will be a U3A Box Hill Tee Shirt. 

Council assistance
During August, our Maintenance officer, Chris Marks, 
and I met with our Kingsley Ward Councillor, Amanda 
McNeill.  In particular we asked her to intervene at 
Council level to help monitor and control the parking of 
non-Hall Users in the Strabane Hall Car Park.  To this 
end, so that legitimate users can be distinguished, we 
ask you to place one of the U3A parking permits on 
your dashboard. Collect one from the Office. Council 
will also reinstate a Parking Hall Users Only sign at 
the entrance to the drive (as there was previously).

I also discussed the re-instatement of the pathway 
from our carpark across to Hawkins Rd (behind the 
new town houses at 31 Strabane Ave) which should 
be done very soon.  The safety lights on the veranda, 
in fact all lights on the veranda, have now been 
replaced.  We on COM do apologise for what has 
been a very frustrating and sometimes dangerous 
time caused by the confluence of such a large number 
of building programs on our doorstep.  Although the 
Mecwacare rebuild and the units next door are almost 
complete, the development across the road from 
Strabane Hall is just beginning (nine town houses).  
There is now a number on the office wall to ring to 
summon Council traffic surveillance to Strabane Ave 
in the event of non-hall-users being in the carpark.  

Cr Mc Neill with President Valerie Bourke and Chris 
Marks
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Oil Painting Class

"The aim of the class is to provide members of the 3rd 
Age with an avenue for developing or honing their skill 
in oil painting in an informal, convivial and supportive 
environment. We welcome members regardless of 
their background and competency level in oil painting. 
Apart from the medium used, members are given the 
freedom to express themselves in whatever style they 
choose and through whatever subject appeals to 
them. Painting support is available. Social interaction 
is encouraged and there is a sense of camaraderie 
within the class."  Sok Cheng Chang Oil Painting tutor.

The 2023/4 Committee of Management is

Do you have broken items sitting around your 
house, that with a simple repair would be given a 
new lease of life? Bring them along to our Repair 
Café and find out how you can get involved.
Where: Strathdon House Orchard Precinct,
449-465 Springvale Road, Forest Hill.
When: The second Saturday of each month from 
10am-2pm (excluding January)
https://healthability.org.au/services/repair-cafe

Valerie Bourke President

Rose-Mary Cassin Treasurer

Chris Dwyer Secretary

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator

Lee Wallin Publicity / Community

Chris Marks Facilities
Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator

Gwen George Office Manager

Mario Bonnici Audio Visual

Kathy Burt Event Organiser

Shirley Earl Membership Services

Stanley Barker Website / Newsletter

Claire Harris Committee Member
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Working Bee
Friday 29 September 2023

10.00-12.30

Please join us to help spruce up Strabane Hall 
and surrounds after the long bleak winter. 
Outside jobs will include 

• Sweeping or blowing away the leaves from 
pathways, veranda and car parks 

• Weeding beds 

• Planting fresh plants 

• Wash outside rails of bird droppings 

• Fertilising beds 

• Washing down of outside benches as needed 

Please bring along gardening equipment, 
rakes, brooms, buckets, weeding equipment, 
scrubbing brush  etc 

                            
Inside Jobs will include 

• Dusting including window sills 

• Window cleaning including removal of any 
sticky tape remains 

• Cleaning of floors toilets and kitchen 

• Removal of wall scuff marks 

• Wipe out fridge 

• Clean kitchen benches 

• Vacuum air vents 

• Remove cobwebs 

• Use label maker to make signs for filing 
cabinet file tabs 

Please bring along, cloths and buckets, 
internal brooms and cobweb brooms, windex, 
micro fibre cloths  Goo Remover

Can’t help but can bake a cake or make a
fruit platter for the workers? Let me know at 
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au 

2023 Terms

THE BETTER BIG BANK.

The Aboriginal Studies class

The Aboriginal Studies class headed outdoors in 
August - to learn about grass hut villages, weirs, eels, 
fish nurseries and traditional stories that reflect 
geological change.

Did you know that Wurundjeri lore tells of the creation 
of Port Phillip Bay and that the Gunditjmara of SW 
Victoria and Palawa / Mumwinina of Tasmania all tell 
of their shared heritage pre Bass Strait?

Term 1 5 February – 6 April
Term 2 24 April - 23 June
Term 3 10 July – 15 September
Term 4 9 October – 24 November
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Yarning about Cricket in the Garden 
Pavilion

In August, we saw 3 members in the garden pavilion, 
munching lemon myrtle shortbread (Australian) and 
sipping hot chocolate (Italian), coffee (Brazilian) and 
tea (Sri Lankan).

They were chatting about the Ashes and had spent 
nearly 7 weeks of late nights viewing the battle for a 
small 4” urn (a discarded perfume jar) that’s gained 
odd fame because it’s said to hold the powdered 
remains of a wooden bail. 

On 29 August 1882 Australia beat England at The 
Oval. The Sporting Times published an obituary, 
“English cricket has died, and the body will be 
cremated and the ashes taken to Australia”. Two 
weeks later another English team sailed out here. On 
24 December 1882 it played a social at ‘Rupertswood’, 
Sunbury. After it the mistress of the house humorously 
presented the urn to the English.  

The Ashes Urn: Microsoft Team image

Our trio noted that this year we’d had two indigenous 
players, Scott Boland (from Colac and of Gulidjan 
Aboriginal 
descent through 
his grandfather) 

Scott Boland: 
Image sourced 
from The 
Telegraph
Ashleigh Gardner: 

Image sourced 
from The 
Independent

and Ashleigh 
Gardner (from 
the Border 
country of north 
NSW and south 
Qld and of 

Aboriginal descent through her Muruwari mother). One 

member then remarked that the 1882 ‘Ashes’ 
occasion wasn’t the first series played by us in 
England. 
That’d been 14 years earlier, in 1868 by a whole 
Aboriginal team. The trio went on to find that Tom 
Wills Victorian Cricket Team Captain and AFL founder 
had a big role in raising funds for that XI, thinking it a 
crowd pleaser after he’d captained a Western District 
Aboriginal team at a Boxing Day 1866 match against 
MCC players in front of 10,000 people.

Aboriginal Cricket Match at the MCG 1866: 
Image sourced from www.i.reddit.it

Wills’s 1868 aboriginal tourers played 47 matches in 
England, each 2-days long. It won 14, lost 14 and 
drew 19. The men had been recruited from cattle 
stations in the Wimmera, Vic. (where mid-nineteenth 
century settler landowners taught their hands to play 
and compete at station get-togethers) but 
Sydneysiders had coughed up much of the cost. The 
team had sailed from Sydney in a new-ish 3-masted 
Blackwall frigate “Parramatta”, designed for the wool 
trade but also taking passengers. One-way Sydney to 
London took 3 months. In 2018 their 1868 tour gave 
us a 150-year commemorative stamp. 
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Perhaps you’ve also seen one of the 20th Century 
posters of players?

1868 Publicity Images: The 13 Aboriginals (detailed below) 
along with T Wills & C Lawrence (Capt.) 

The men played as amateurs and never got their end 
bonuses. They included: 

Uarrinim (Johnny Mullagh), a Jardwadjali man. Born 
on Mullagh Station, in the Grampians he played 45 of 
the team’s matches, got 1698 runs and 245 wickets. 
Faced with a head high short ball he invented a 
forerunner of the ramp shot – by putting the flat of his 
bat on his shoulder, ducking and letting the ball fly off 
the back of the bat to the boundary. Early on in 
England he objected to segregation and inferior food. 
He refused to play on unless the Aboriginals ate in the 
same room as the other team. After coming back here 
he turned MCC professional and top scored for Vic. 
against the 1879 English team. He died at 50 and is 
buried (bat and stumps with him) in Harrow near its 
Johnny Mullagh Interpretive Centre. As Uarrinim he 
was a first inductee on our State’s Indigenous Roll of 
Honour.  

Bripumyarramin (King Cole or Charlie Rose) was a 
slight 30 year old all-rounder. He didn’t come back. A 
week after a team win at Lord’s he fell ill, went to 
Guy’s Hospital and died from TB and pneumonia. He 
rests in Victoria Park Cemetery, now Meath Gardens 
Public Park, Bethnal Green where a 2018 gum and 
board tell his story.

Eucalyptus and information board, Meath Gardens, London. 
Image source: King Cole the Aboriginal Cricketer of Bethnal 

Green - www.inspiringcity.com

The whole team comprised these two men, i.e.
Uarrinim (Johnny Mullagh), bowler & batsman    and
Bripumyarramin (King Cole)    
plus
Bullchanach (Bullocky), opening batsman & 
wicketkeeper
Jungunjinanuke (Dick-a-Dick)
Zellenach (Johnny Cuzens), bowler
Brimbunyah (Red Cap)
Murrumgunarriman (Twopenny), fast bowler & lower 
order batsman
Bripumuarraman (Charley Dumas)
Grougarrong (Jimmy Mosquito)
Boninbarngeet (Tiger)
Arrahmunijarrimun (Peter)
Ballrin (Sundown)    and
Jallachniurrumin (Jim Crow).

When the men reached London The Times described 
them as “the conquered natives of a convict colony” 
and The Daily Telegraph declared that Australia 
offered nothing of interest “except gold nuggets and 
black cricketers”. The Times later mellowed and 
pronounced the men “perfectly civilised and ... quite 
familiar with the English language”. 

The Daily Telegraph was condescending, “Although 
several of them are native bushmen, and all are as 
black as night, these Indian fellows are to all intents 
and purposes, clothed and in their right minds.” Hair, 
beards and nostrils were described. 20,000 people 
turned up at The Oval to watch though. So the papers 
changed tune to “exceptional athletes” and one 
English fast bowler declared he’d never bowled to a 
better batsman then Uarrinim. 

Ballrin (Sundown) and Jallachniurrumin (Jim Crow) 
sailed home early ill. All the others and their 
coach/captain toured N S E & W around England until 
October. Often they’d put on a display of boomerang 
and spear throwing after a match. Zellenach (John 
Cuzens) made it back to Australia but died the next 
year, from dysentery.

Jungunjinanuke (Dick-a-Dick) was a law-maker who 
had social aplomb. In a time when gentlemen’s feats 
were seen as entertainment at gatherings he’d 
produce a shield and waddy and invite people to throw 
cricket balls at him from 15 paces. He was never hit. 
Our U3A folk were bemused, then decided that though 
the act would raise hackles and be  disapproved of 
now, it might’ve been seen by him and his mates as 
evidence of manhood, i.e. of his training and mastery 
of self defence. 4 years before the tour he’d been lead 
tracker of a Wotjobaluk group who’d kept on searching 
for 3 European children after settlers had given up. 
His group found the kids alive and he was rewarded 
with a ‘King Plate’. 
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Aboriginal Breast Plates, part of the National Museum of 
Australia’s Collection: Image source www.nma.gov.au

Grougarrong (Johnny Mosquito) was another with a 
party performance piece. 30 years later The Euroa 
Advertiser said he “could walk upright under a bar and 
then jump it in a stander”.  

A further 1868 publicity image: Murrumgunarrinan

Murrumgunarrinan (Twopenny) played in 46 of the 47 
matches, took 35 wickets at an average of 6.9 for the 
704 balls he bowled. Despite batting in the lower order 
he too was a hard-hitter. Yorkshiremen say that at 
Bramwell Lane, he hit a ball so far that the batsmen 
ran 9 runs without there being any overthrow. On the 
team’s return the welcome in Sydney made him move 
to NSW. He joined its team and played against Vic in 
1870. 

Our trio wasn’t surprised to realise that most of the 
men had little opportunity to play cricket after they got 
back. Mostly local station matches. The Victorian 
Board of Protectors had been against the venture from 
the outset and appears to have viewed the team’s 
success as a slight to European status. In 1869 its 
members decreed that Aboriginals had to seek formal 
permission to travel beyond the borders of Port Phillip 
Colony (now Victoria). Our group discovered little 
about the remaining 3 members of the team -
Brimbunyah (Red Cap), Boninbargeet (Tiger) or 
Arrahmunijarrimun (Peter). 

Our U3A three plan to keep watching Boland and 
Gardner. They hope Lyon mends, Murphy has luck 
and want Warner to get his desired Sydney finale. 
They also want to signal that the garden’s pavilion 
is a seriously good place to meet and yarn -
whatever your topic.  

Book Group 3

Book Group 3’s  Leader Gwen George is roving 
around SA, the NT and WA at present and the 
Group’s been roving around their houses for meetings 
too. 

Not content with that their most recent read was Sarah 
Winman’s ‘Still Life’ which took them to Italy and 
England. Happy wanderings everywhere.

U3A Box Hill 2023 annual membership
$40 for ongoing members
$50 for new members

The fees for 2nd half of year including 
term 4 are
New member $30
2022 Members (returning) $25

POSITIVE AGING IN WHITEHORSE

City of Whitehorse are expanding their Positive
Ageing service and want your feedback to help
ensure the service responds to the needs of our
community. Feedback closes on 30 November.
Complete the survey -
https://yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/positive-
ageing
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SENIORS’ MONTH EVENTS
A Summary of events offered at U3A Box Hill in Seniors’ Month, October 2023

KARAOKE. Performance Sunday 1October Federation Square The Edge, Federation Sq. 
GUEST SPEAKER Monday 9 October 11.15am  – 12.10pm Main Room, Strabane Hall
Research into Alzheimer’s disease
BOOK GROUP 2 Wednesday 11 October 1 – 3pm Box Hill Library Lewis room
LIVING FROM INTERNAL PEACE Wednesday 11 October 2 – 3pm Strabane Hall
MAH JONG. Thursday 12 October. 1.30 - 2pm Middle Room, Strabane Hall
Karaoke  join in Friday 13October. 11am - 12pm Mont Albert Pavilion
LINE DANCING Monday 16 October 10.30 – 11.15am Scout Hall
DRAWING Monday 16 October 1 – 1.30pm Mont Albert Pavfilion
BEGINNERS SPANISH Monday 16 October 1 – 1.30pm Strabane Hall
WINE GROUP Tuesday 10 October 5 – 6.30pm Strabane Hall front room
CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY Tuesday 17 October 10 - 11am Middle room Strabane Hall, 
WRITING GROUP Tuesday 17 October 2 – 3pm Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
POETRY Wednesday 18 October 10 – 11am Strabane Hall
GUEST SPEAKER Wednesday 18October. 11am – 12pm Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
Strength training for Seniors.
KNITTING & CROCHET Thursday 19October 10.45am - 12.15pm Scout Hall, 
SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY Thursday 19th October 2.0 to 3.0pm Strabane Hall
OIL PAINTING Friday 20 October 10 – 11am Strabane Hall
Karaoke join in Friday 20October. 11am - 120pm Mont Albert Pavilion
SOLO & 500 Tuesday 24 October. 2 - 3pm Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
PICTURE FRAMING Wednesday 25October. 9.30 – 11am Templestowe**
EMBROIDERY Thursday 26October 11am – 12pm East Doncaster**
GERMAN Thursday 26October 10am – 11am Strabane Hall
CHINESE MUSIC & CULTURE. Tuesday 31 October 10 - 11am Main Room, Strabane Hall, 
SOLO & 500 Tuesday 31 October. 2 - 3pm Main Room, Strabane Hall, 

Strabane Hall, 29 Strabane Avenue, Mont Albert North 
Scout Hall, 23 - 27 Boondara Road, Mont Albert North 
Mont Albert Pavilion, Braemar Street, Mont Albert North.
** Contact Betty_shaw@hotmail.com  for details of location (Picture Framing COST $10)

Chinese Language & Culture

We popped in on the Chinese Language & Culture
class in August. Linda & 10 members were happily 
working out how to find a hotel in a strange city.

Exercise to Music

Cheery warm-ups at Exercise to Music, a bit down on 
number on the usual 20.



(As at 28.08.23)

Code Class/Activity Tutors/Leaders Location Day Start Finish

23EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo Mon 7:55 AM 9:30 AM

23LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 9:30 AM 10:40 AM

23MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room Mon 9:45 AM 11:00 AM

23EXE15 Line Dancing Bee Lau Scout Hall Mon 10:30 AM 12:15 PM

23LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room Mon 11:00 AM 12:05 PM

23ART06 Drawing Fay Salmon Dunloe Pavilion Mon 12:00 PM 1:30 PM

23LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 12:30 PM 1:30 PM

23GAM08 Eastern Mah Jong Angela Fung Middle Room Mon 1:00 PM 3:30 PM

23CUR02 ZOOM -China Today Albert Ip Zoom Mon 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

23MUS01 Music Choral Group Trevor Henley Deepdene Mon 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

23LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room Mon 1:45 PM 3:00 PM

23ART07 Creative Photography Colin Lampshire Middle Room Tue 9:30 AM 11:15 AM

23LAN01 Chinese Language & Culture Linda Chin Main Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM

23GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords 1 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 10:00 AM 11:00 AM

23GAM03 Cryptic Crosswords 2 Margaret Gentile Front Room Tue 11:00 AM 12:00 PM

23EXE01 Exercise To Music Julie Collins Main-Middle Room Tue 11.15 AM 12:15 PM

23CUR01 Current Affairs Faye Anderson Main Room Tue 12:30 PM 2:00 PM

23LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Front Room Tue 2:00 PM 3:30 PM

23GAM06 Solo and 500 David Embury Main Room Tue 2:00 PM 4:00 PM

23WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues) Ric Pawsey Front Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM

23WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Ann Best Front Room Tue 5:00 PM 6:30 PM

23EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Beulah Gardiner Main Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

23LIT05 Poetry Margaret Kirwan Middle Room Wed 9:30 AM 10:45 AM

23ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe Wed 9:30 AM 11:00 AM

23EXE04 Walking Group Jill Edwards See Folder Wed 10:00 AM 11:30 AM

23ART03 Craft Jewellery Making Merrilyn Brann Front Room Wed 10:30 AM 12:30 PM

23SHO01 Short Courses 18/10; 1/11; 15/11 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM

23ENT01 Armchair Travel 4th Wed-25/10 ; 22/11 Gwen George Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 12:30 PM

23ENT05 Movie Matinee 2nd Wed 11/10 ; 8/11 Mario Bonnici Main Room Wed 11:00 AM 1:00 PM

23ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) None Front Room Wed 12:30 PM 1:00 PM

23EXE11 Tai Chi 2 Lee Ann Green Scout Hall Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm

23ENT06 Aust Up Close and Further  (As advertised) Geoff Lay Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:00 pm

23ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed of month  1/11 Betty Shaw Main Room Wed 1:00 PM 2:30 pm

23LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

23LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed Gwen George See Office Wed 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

23COM01 C of M Meetings 4th Wed  25/10 ; 22/11 Valerie Bourke Middle Room Wed 1:15  PM 2:45 PM

23LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed TBA Middle Room Wed 1:30 PM 3:00 PM

23EXE12 Living from the Inherent Peace that we are in Colin Carter Front Room Wed 2:00  PM 3:30 PM

23EXE16 Pickleball Valerie Bourke Boroondara Sports Thu 9:00 AM 11:00 AM

23LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

23LAN07 German Beginners Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 9:30 AM 10:30 AM

23LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 10:30 AM 11:30 AM

23ART01 Craft Embroidery Alt.Thur Charmaine Goodman See Office Thu 10:30 AM 12:30 PM

23ART10 Knitting and Crochet Elva Castle Scout Hall Thu 10:45 AM 12:15 PM

23LAN08 German Intermediate Daryl Forde Middle Room Thu 11:00 AM 11:45 AM

23LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Main Room Thu 11:30 AM 12:30 PM

23LAN16 Esperanto Brian Belcher Front Room Thu 12:15 PM 1:15 PM

23EXE06 Lawn Bowls Intro Mel 47 K7 John Blasetti Blackburn Nth Bowls Thu 1:00 PM 3:00 PM

23GAM04 Mah Jong Val R & Lorraine R Middle Room Thu 1:15 PM 3:30 PM

23PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Main Room Thu 2:00 PM 3:30 PM

23ART02 Oil Painting Sok-Cheng Chang Main-Middle Room Fri 9:15 AM 11:45 AM

23ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment Tien Loh Dunloe Pavilion Fri 10:30 AM 1:30 PM

23LAN02 Chinese:Writing  Pronunciation & Conversation Brian Belcher Zoom Fri 11:00 AM 12:15 PM

23GAM01 Bridge Duplicate Peter Chan Main-Middle Room Fri 12:45 PM 4:00 PM

23GAM05 Scrabble Eva Millane Front Room Fri 1:30 PM 3:30 PM

Front,  Middle and Main Room= Strabane Hall 

Dunloe Pavilion= Braemar St

Guide Hall = Cooinda Guide Hall, Rosstrevor Pde

Scout Hall = Boondara Rd, Mont Albert.

See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address

Deepdene= Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke Rd, Deepdene

Classes FULL  BUT members can be put on Waiting List

U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE  Term 4   - 9 th October  - 24th November 2023


