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English has a lot more words than Spanish. The official dictionaries of each language list 150,000
words in Spanish and 600,000 words in English. However, it’s true that many of those English words
aren’t currently in use and don’t even include definitions. In fact, there are only about 230,000 words
with definitions in the Oxford Dictionary. That’s still 80,000 more words than there are in the Spanish
dictionary. So yes, English has more words. Despite that, Spanish has many words that can’t be
expressed in only one word in English. Most of them are basic concepts that do exist in English, but
there’s just not a word for them.

That’s why we’ve prepared, specifically for you, the ultimate guide of Spanish untranslatable words that
don’t exist in English, but should. Let’s get started with our list of untranslatable words in Spanish!

Ten Untranslatable Spanish Nouns

1- Anteayer
Meaning: The day before yesterday.

2- Botellón
Meaning: Party in the street. (Literal translation: “big bottle.”)

3- Chapuza
Meaning: Something that’s badly made or fixed.

4- Consuegro
Meaning: Your son or daughter’s parent-in-law.

5- Entrecejo
Meaning: The space between both eyebrows.

There are a couple of different words for those who don’t have an entrecejo, which are cejijunto and
unicejo.

6- Puente
Meaning: Long weekend. (Literal translation: “bridge.”)

7- Resol
Meaning: The reflection of the sun.

8- Sobremesa
Meaning: When everyone stays seated after a meal just to keep chatting.

9- Tocayo
Meaning: A person who has the same name as you.

10- Vergüenza ajena
Meaning: When you’re embarrassed by someone else’s actions.



Five Untranslatable Spanish Verbs

1- Estrenar
Meaning: To wear something new for the first time.

2- Madrugar
Meaning: To wake up early.

Note: A person who always wakes up early is called a madrugador.

3- Merendar
Meaning: To eat a snack in the afternoon.

4- Trasnochar
Meaning: To stay up all night.

Note: A person who tends to stay up most nights is called a trasnochador.

5- Tutear
Meaning: To use the common pronoun tú instead of the formal usted and conjugate verbs accordingly.

3. Five Untranslatable Spanish Adjectives

1- Cejijunto/a
Meaning: To have both eyebrows connected.

Note: It’s also called unicejo.

2- Estadounidense
Meaning: Demonym for a person from the United States of America.

America is the continent, not the country!

3- Friolero/a
Meaning: Someone sensitive to the cold.

Note: There’s also a word that describes someone who’s sensitive to the heat, which is caluroso/a.

4- Manco/a
Meaning: A person who’s missing a hand or an arm.

5- Tuerto/a
Meaning: A person who can only see with one eye.


