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Members were
treated to an
entertaining and
amusing talk from
raconteur and
educationalist, Elida
Brereton. Then
followed a delicious
morning tea
prepared by Tina
and Claire with
assistance from

As we reach the darkness
of the short winter-solstice
days we are fortunate to
have a warm hall full of
interesting activities to
share with friends. U3A Box
Hill offers so much more
than mental and physical
stimulation, it is from the
sharing of experiences that
we derive the most value. A record 66

members s
attended wen.
East
?hnemaesder Thank you to
AGM in all the COM
April which members who
~ completed helped to
a make this a
.. successful \Slﬁg:essful
Term 1. At AGM

the AGM a
report was tabled on the successful year
2024 that has saw our numbers rising again
after the decline of the Covid years. After the
formalities of Treasurer, Rose-Mary Cassin, Easter buns gave the morning
presenting the 2024 Annual Financial Report tea a convivial flare.
for member ratification and the election of the
2025/6 Committee of Management, Vice
President Susan Webster received a cheque
from Anjali Marcou of the Bendigo Bank, our
major Sponsor.

Thank you to Gabriel Ng
MP for Menzies

for printing & collation

of this Newsletter
1/ 651 Doncaster Rd, Vice President Susan Webster with

Doncaster Vic. 3108 Bendigo Bank’s Anjali Marcou
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Art Appreciation

How often do we see a painting, have a look
and then move on to the next one?

This is what’s good about the Art
Documentaries shown by Mario on the third
Wednesday of each month at 11am.

We study one painting only, but in great
depth.

We are given the life story of the Artist to
commence with, then explanations of the
content of the painting by various experts
around the world.

On Wednesday May 21 we studied ‘The
Taking of Christ’ by Caravaggio (1571-1610)
— unfortunately not the nicest of men.

His activities left a lot to be desired and
included street fights, even a murder — hence
his moving from place to place to avoid arrest
by the authorities.

He moved around and so did the painting —
for a long time believed to be ‘The Betrayal of
Christ’ by Gerard Von Honthorst and painted
in 1602. At one stage it was purchased by
Marie Lea-Wilson for Eight Pounds.

It was offered to the National Gallery of
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Scotland but they weren'’t interested!

Marie moved to Ireland. After the murder of
her husband by the IRA her faith was a great
comfort to her and in gratitude she gave the
painting to the Jesuit Fathers in Leeson
Street, Dublin. She went on to study
Medicine, specializing in the treatment of
Rheumatic Fever (but often with a lot of
criticism of her methods).

Fast forward to August 1990 and Sergio
Benedetti, Senior Conservator at the National
Gallery of Ireland was invited to view the
Jesuit Fathers’ art collection for valuation.

The painting hanging near the fireplace
caught Sergio’s eye. It was 133cm by 169cm
(52 inches by 68 inches) and dark with
interesting gleams of light. The whole was
dramatic.

After three years of research, Sergio proved
that the painting was actually Caravaggio’s —
‘The Taking of Christ’.

The painting now hangs in the National
Gallery of Ireland in Dublin for all to see.

~ o~ o~~~ ~ o~ o~

Yoga for the older person

New class Term 3, in conjunction with U3A
Melbourne Chinese we are offering Yoga for
the older person with Trish Kam $20 for the
10 week term, Thursdays 9.15am to 10.15am
at 79 Carrington St Box HIll (2hour parking
available). Put your name and contact details
in the sheet in the office or email Betty Shaw

betty _shaw@hotmail.com

If interested. Limit of 12.

Do something good for your brain, come and
try Ukulele, Mondays 11.30am to 12.30pm.

Strength & Balance and Ukulele class
members, please let Seng know now if
you will not be continuing in Term 3.

Bocce

All currently enrolled will be re enrolled for
Term 3. Let the tutor know if you wish to
cancel out. New members welcome.
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Repair Café dates 2025

Is your New Year's resolution to waste less
and re-use more?

Come along to the healthAbility Repalr Café
in 2025 to see if our
skilled team of
volunteers can fix
your broken items
and save them from
landfill!

The Repair Café will
be open on the
following dates in
2025:

Saturday July 12 Saturday August 9

Saturday September 13 | Saturday October 11

Saturday November 8 | Saturday December 13

The Repair Café runs every second Saturday
of the month (except January) from 10am-
2pm at Strathdon House, 449-465 Springvale
Road, Forest Hill.

Find out more

Ourkaraokengers entertalned next do
at Mecwacare on Friday 30 May.

LYNN WAS A FOUNDING MEMBER OF U3A BO;
HILL BACK IN 1992, ALWAYS SUPPORTED BY
HER LATE HUSBAND DOUG. AN ACTIVE U3ABH
MEMBER, SHE SERVED ON THE COMMITTEE OF
MANAGEMENT FROM 1999 TO 2006 AND WAS
MADE A LIFE MEMBER IN 2009. USABH WAS A
LARGE PART OF LYNN'S LIFE AND SHE
ATTENDED CLASSES UP UNTIL A COUPLE OF
WEEKS AGO. LYNN WILL ALWAYS BE
REMEMBERED FOR THE WORDS SHE OFTEN
USED "AREN'T WE LUCKY?" REFERRING TO OUR
U3A MEMBERSHIPS.

WE ALL SEND OUR CONDOLENCES TO HER
FAMILY.

L]

WE ARE A MEMBER OF

NETWORK Vic

UMNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
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Thank you to the City of Whitehorse
for their help and sponsorship.
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Creative lunching

Have you by any chance noticed that each day of
the week U3A Box Hill offers a creative class?

Monday — Drawing
Tuesday — Creative Photography

Wednesday — Craft Jewellery Making
Thursday — Knitting & Crochet and Picture Framing
Friday - Oil Painting

All are well attended. Some have wait lists.

Arts and Crafts are fun. Each is linked in its
unique way to specific feelings, experiences or
people. All contribute to our sense of being
connected. Sometimes to our past, sometimes to
the present, sometimes to classmates and
members say that, as they work, they relive things
or engage intensely with particular moments and
ideas.

Regardless of the medium all the activities
demand concentration, involve technical skill and
build confidence. Gatherings are happy and our
groups meet onsite, at private premises or take
excursions.

Now and again the processes involved can be
frustrating but members generally end up feeling
proud of what they produce — whether for charity,
for family, for presents, for sale or to be kept.
Output requires staged practice and a good deal
is shaped for the simple pleasure of designing
and bringing something into existence.

Creative Photography
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Oil Painting

THE 2025/6 COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

Valerie Bourke President

Susan Webster Vice President
Rose-Mary Cassin | Treasurer

Chris Dwyer Secretary

Betty Shaw Programme Coordinator
Lee Wallin Publicity / Community
Chris Marks Facilities

Seng Poon UMAS Coordinator
Gwen George Office Manager
Mario Bonnici Audio Visual

Kathy Burt Event Organiser
Stanley Barker Newsletter

Claire Harris Event Organiser
Manfred Bartz IT Manager

B Bendigo Bank

THE BETTER BIG BANK.

Picture Framing
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Third Age News

The Third Age News needs a new
editor/producer. Stanley Barker, who has
lovingly prepared this wonderful production
for many, many years, needs a break.

So, we are putting together a team of people
to layout the copy as it comes in for the five
times a year editions of the news.

Only knowledge of using WORD required and
the existing format can be used.

| have one volunteer but more needed. You
can complete at home or on equipment in the
office.

It's printed at Gabriel Ng's office just beside
Shoppingtown so it's very easy to pick up the
copies and bring them back to U3A Box Hill.

Please let Valerie Bourke or Stanley Barker
know that you can help
valeriebourke@yahoo.com.au
barker_sv@yahoo.com.au

2025 Terms

Term 1 | 10 February — 4 April
Term 2 | 22 April - 4 July

Term 3 | 21 July — 19 September
Term 4 | 6 October — 28 November

Third Age News

ARTWORKS ON DISPLAY AT THE AGM
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