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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Welcome again to all our new to
U3A Box Hill members. We hope
you have made a good start to
the term and are enjoying your
classes.
The first week of February is a
time of work and welcome for a
devoted team of volunteers.To
begin the year over twenty members made an early
start to the working bee to get Strabane Avenue all
sparkling for Term 1 classes.

On a mercifully cool morning these members
spruced up our Strabane campus ready for Term 1.

Stanley Barker Glenyce Hanson
Valerie Bourke Claire Harris
Susan Graze (food) Rose Mary Cassin
Tina McInerney Kathy Burt
Veronica Rust Chris Marks
Lee Wallin Chris Dwyer
Lester Wallin Jo Dawson
David Embury Pat Menke
Elaine Happer Simon Earl (for Shirley)
June Anton Kathy Best

These twenty worthy members (and deputies) took
time out from their busy schedules to spruce up
Strabane Hall for the beginning of Term. Their work
enables U3A Box Hill to fulfil its commitments to the
City of Whitehorse as our contract of usage
stipulates that U3A Box Hill will maintain the interior
and the exterior surrounds of Strabane Hall in return
for a very reduced rent.  Windows were washed,
weeding and trimming of plants and the usual
washing down of the outdoor seating and sweep up
of the leaves.  Inside all was made ready for Term1.

Thank you also to the lovely member who made the
lemon tarts.

In week one our volunteers’ were celebrated,  the
convivial group enjoying morning tea.   The new
members afternoon was a fertile ground for the
recruitment of Welcome Team members.

I invite all members to attend the AGM on
Wednesday April 1st 9.50am to 11.30 am.  There are
no classes before 1pm. See Poster.

U3A Box Hill Inc. Newsletter
29 Strabane Ave.,
Mont Albert Nth 3129



Wednesday saw the main event of the week - our
Tutors’ thank you luncheon.

New Members afternoon tea

Tutors’ celebration Lunch
 U3A Box Hill year got off to a good start with
Twenty-six tutors and ten COM members enjoying a
wonderful lunch together at Strabane Hall.
A highlight was the presentation of a Distinguished
Service Award to Lee and Lester Wallin by
President Valerie Bourke.  Lee and Lester have
been active in many roles at U3A Box Hill over many
years with Lee joining the COM in 2013.

Programme coordinator, Betty Shaw, presented
Charmaine Goodman, tutor for 27 years, with a
badge on her retirement.  Charmaine, who is 90,
has taught embroidery at other venues as well as
U3A Box Hill all her life.
________________________________

Enjoy the Holidays and return refreshed

Tutors watch awards presented

Lee and Lester Wallin receive a Distinguished Service
Award.

Charmain Goodman
receives her award



New Courses in Term II
Two new courses to look out for, Beginners
Sudoku (Tuesday 1 to 2)  and Beginners Golf
starting in Term 2 (Tues 9.30 and on )

Beginners Sudoku
Learn strategies for completing these
challenging number puzzles in a
supportive, convivial atmosphere.
Front Room 1 to 2pm Tuesdays
Term 2  Bruce Bourke.

Beginners Golf
Introduction to the mysteries of this
ancient game begun in 15th century
Scotland.  Initially banned as a
distraction to military training, now a
global game.  Whack a few balls
around and try to fathom why so many spoil a
good walk with these antics.  We’ll meet at a
quiet local course to hopefully roll some balls into
a hole.  You will need a couple of putters and
money for Greens fees (about $25) per session.
The Tutor will contact you by email and the
course will start on the second Tuesday of Term
2.  Bruce Bourke

PROGRAMME CO-ORDINATOR'S REPORT.
Term 1 commenced on a positive note as we
welcomed new Tutors and Members.
Our socialising Wednesday lunches are proving
successful – with members staying back to chat
and share lunch around the table.  Please join us
any Wednesday at lunch time.
Join Mario at 11 am every second Wednesday to
enjoy the movies. On the first Wednesday enjoy
friendly competition with Trivia at 1pm.
Enjoy wine? Wine Group 1 which meets on the
second Tuesday of the month, would like to
welcome new members.

Betty Shaw          Programme Co-ordinator.

Our Trivia quiz master
Betty with her diabolical
questions!

Our first Wednesday socializing lunch (below)

______________________
Wine group
2 was off to
a good start
on Tuesday
evening.
We started
with an
analysis of
Mumm

sparkling wines, the Marlborough NZ version
contrasting with the Napa Valley version.  A
hard decision as to which we liked the most.
A dry Greek wine grown in sandy soil with
hand-picked grapes followed.  To finish the
offerings, we tried a Medhurst estate rose
and an Italian Prosecco.

Our IT manager
at work
upgrading our
Wi Fi in  the
main room

****************
Thank you Shirley Earl for supplying most of our
photos



All Members are invited to attend the
35th AGM

9.50am to 11.30am Wednesday 1st April 2026
Strabane Hall

 Financial documents tabled for ratification

 Necessary changes to U3ABH constitution to be ratified

 Progress report for 2025 tabled

 Nominations are called for 2026/7 U3A Box Hill Committee of Management

 All COM positions declared vacant

 Nominees will be announced and elections held if nominees exceed positions vacant

Our 35th AGM, will be a celebration of the first day of April and the end of Term 1.
Please be seated by 9.50. Our guest speaker, Robyn Bowles, a well-known crime
writer, has investigated the Falconio disappearance case in her novel Dead
Centre.
We do need as many members as possible to come.

Followed by an Easter morning tea



BOX HILL U3A INC, 27 – 29 Strabane Avenue, Mont Albert North, Vic 3129 ABN: 60 223 800 114
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U3A BOX HILL CLASS TIMETABLE  Term  2  -  20th April - 26th June 2026 as of 14/3/2026

Code Class/Activity Convenor Location Start Finish

M
on

da
y

26EXE07 Nordic Walking Valerie Bourke Tyrrell n Cairo 07:55 AM 09:30 AM
26EXE22 Strength and Balance (Monday) -Term 2 Tom Scott Scout Hall 09:15 AM 10:15 AM
26LAN09 Italian 2 Frances Bonnici Front Room 09:30 AM 10:40 AM
26MUS02 Music Appreciation Maureen Kable Main Room 09:45 AM 11:15 AM
26EXE15 Line Dancing Bee Hong Lau Scout Hall 10:30 AM 11:45 AM
26LAN10 Italian 3 Frances Bonnici Front Room 11:00 AM 12:15 PM
26MUS042 Beginners Ukulele- Term 2 John O'Beirne Main Room 11:20 AM 12:35 PM
26LAN13 Spanish Beginners Stanley Barker Front Room 12:30 PM 01:30 PM
26GAM08 Eastern Mah Jong Angela Fung Middle Room 01:00 PM 04:00 PM
26ART06 Drawing Fay Salmon Main Room 01:00 PM 02:30 PM
26MUS01 Music Choral Group Stuart Shearman Deepdene 01:30 PM 03:00 PM
26CUR02 ZOOM -China Today TBA Albert Ip Zoom 01:30 PM 03:00 PM
26LAN14 Spanish Intermediate Stanley Barker Front Room 01:45 PM 03:00 PM
26MUS05 Cantonese Opera Singing Hing Wah Chow Main Room 02:40 PM 06:00 PM

Tu
es

da
y

26ART07 Creative Photography Alan Rogers Middle Room 09:30 AM 11:15 AM
26GAM10 Beginners Golf - Term 2 Bruce Bourke Studley Greens 09:30 AM 11:20 AM
26HNW01 Healing Ourselves & the Planet -Tues John Beaney Zoom 09:30 AM 11:30 AM
26LAN01 Chinese Language and Culture Shirley Fong Main Room 10:00 AM 11:00 AM
26GAM02 Cryptic Crosswords Tina McInerney Front Room 10:30 AM 12:00 PM
26EXE01 Exercise To Music Lorraine Fernando Main-Middle Rm 11:15 AM 12:15 PM
26EXE222 Strength and Balance (Tues) -Term 2 Tom Scott Guide Hall 11:45 AM 12:45 PM
26CUR01 Current Affairs Lee Wallin Main Room 12:30 PM 02:00 PM
26GAM09 Beginners Sudoku Bruce Bourke Front Room 01:00 PM 02:00 PM
26LIT06 Writing Group Barbara Hatley Middle Room 02:00 PM 03:30 PM
26GAM06 Solo and 500 Anne Leonard Main Room 02:00 PM 04:00 PM
26MUS03 Music of the Rock n Roll Era Lester Wallin Front Room 02:45 PM 04:00 PM
26WIN01 Wine Appreciation 2 (2nd Tues) Helen Elliott Front Room 05:00 PM 06:30 PM
26WIN04 Wine Appreciation 4 (4th Tues) Ann Best Front Room 05:15 PM 06:30 PM

W
ed

ne
sd

ay

26EXE03 Tai Chi 1 Swee Bee Mak Main Room 09:30 AM 10:30 AM
26LIT05 Poetry TBA Front Room 09:30 AM 10:40 AM
26EXE04 Walking Group Glenyce Hanson See Folder 10:00 AM 11:30 AM
26HUM01 Judaism and the Jewish People Dina Burgess Zoom 10:30 AM 12:30 PM
26ART03 Craft Jewellery Making Merrilyn Brann Front Room 10:45 AM 12:45 PM
26ART01 Sharing Thoughts & Artworks 1st Wed, 6/5, 3/6 Bev Steer Main Room 11:00 AM 12:00 PM
26ENT07 Art and History Doco 3rd wk, 20/5, 17/6 Mario Bonnici Main Room 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
26ENT05 Movie Matinee 2nd Wed, 13/5, 10/6 Mario Bonnici Main Room 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
26ENT01 Armchair Travel 4th Wed, 27/5, 24/6 Gwen George Main Room 11:00 AM 12:30 PM
26ENT03 Lunch (All welcome) None Middle Room 12:30 PM 01:00 PM
26EXE05 Lawn Bowls Intro Terms 1 and 4 Mel 47 K7 John Blasetti Blackburn Nth 01:00 PM 03:00 PM
26LIT02 Book Group 2 - 2nd Wed Valerie Bourke See Office 01:00 PM 03:00 PM
26ENT02 Trivia 1st Wed, 6/5, 3/6 Betty Shaw Main Room 01:00 PM 02:30 PM
26PHI02 Entertaining Philosophical Ideas 4th Wed Bev Steer Main Room 01:00 PM 02:00 PM
26EXE24 Tai Chi for Wellbeing Henry Lee Scout Hall 01:00 PM 02:00 PM
26LIT01 Book Group 1 - 1st Wed Allyson Anthonisz Front Room 01:30 PM 03:00 PM
26LIT03 Book Group 3 - 3rd Wed Gwen George See Office 02:30 PM 04:30 PM

Th
ur

sd
ay

26EXE202 Yoga for Wellbeing - Term 2 Trish Kam De ViSha U3AMC BH 09:15 AM 10:15 AM
26ART10 Knitting and Crochet Elva Castle Main Room 09:30 AM 11:30 AM
26ART09 Picture Framing Michael Chan Templestowe 09:30 AM 11:00 AM
26LAN03 French Intermediate Francoise Garnier Front Room 09:30 AM 10:30 AM
26LAN04 French Advanced Francoise Garnier Front Room 10:30 AM 11:30 AM
26EXE192 Strength and Balance (Thurs) Term 2 Tom Scott Main Room 11:30 AM 12:30 PM
26LAN05 French Conversation Francoise Garnier Front Room 11:30 AM 12:30 PM
26GAM04 Mah Jong Susan Graze Middle Room 01:00 PM 03:30 PM
26COM01 Tech Cafe - Confident online Manfred Bartz Front Room 01:00 PM 02:00 PM
26PHI01 Social Philosophy Dawn Heffernan Main Room 02:00 PM 03:30 PM
26PRJ01 Indigenous Garden Project Jan Akeroyd Strabane Hall 02:00 PM 03:30 PM
26COM022 Linux: Take Back Control of Your PC Manfred Bartz Front Room 02:30 PM 04:30 PM

Fr
id

ay

26ART02 Oil Painting Sok-Cheng Chang Main-Middle Rm 09:15 AM 11:45 AM
26HNW02 Healing Ourselves & the Planet – Friday John Beaney Zoom 09:30 AM 11:30 AM
26ENT04 Karaoke Entertainment Tien Loh Scout Hall 10:30 AM 01:30 PM
26GAM05 Scrabble Eva Millane Front Room 01:30 PM 03:30 PM
26EXE23 Laughter Yoga June Cheung Scout Hall 01:45 PM 02:45 PM

Note: 
Members undertake exercise/fitness courses at their own risk and should always have the approval of 
their GP/ Doctor before enrolling. 

Venues:

info@u3aboxhill.com.au
BOX HILL

Front, Middle and Main Room = Strabane Hall Deepdene = Deepdene Uniting Church, 958 Burke Rd, Deepdene
Guide Hall = Cooinda Guide Hall, Rostrevor Pde Veneto = Veneto Club Bulleen
Scout Hall = Boondara Rd, Mont Albert. See Office = off-site venue, office staff will provide address

mailto:info@u3aboxhill.com.au

