
 34th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Friday 4 April 2025 at 10.00am, Strabane Hall

 MINUTES
1. Acknowledgement and Welcomes: 

 Vice President Susan Webster acknowledged we were meeting 
on Wurundjeri land.

 Susan welcomed the City of Whitehorse representatives Lisa 
Williams and Alex Brunetti along with Anjali Marcou from the 
Bendigo Bank. 

 Susan also welcomed the guest speaker Elida Brereton

2. Attendance: See Appendix for List of Attendees.

3. Apologies:
 U3A Box Hill COM President Valerie Bourke, City of Whitehorse 

Helen Ellis and Cr Kirsten Langford, President Deepdene U3A 
Susie White, members Kathy Best, Kathy Burt, Judith 
Richardson and Mee Cheng Yip.

4. Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting 27 March 2024:

Motion: Minutes of the 2024 AGM be accepted.
Moved: Lee Wallin Seconded: Mario Bonnici. Passed.

5. President’s Report:
 Valerie Bourke’s AGM report was distributed to attendees. 
 Susan Webster read aloud the presidents AGM report to the 

attendees, highlighting that the previous decline in 
membership has been halted with current active members at 
382. (March 2024 active members 348)

 Valerie gave special thanks to all the Box Hill Tutors and made 
special mention of Stanley Barker receiving a ten-year service 



award for tutoring Spanish and Dawn Heffernen a twenty-year 
award for tutoring Social Philosophy.

 Special thanks were given to retiring COM member Shirley 
Earl, who has been a COM member since 2018 and has 
recently increased our Facebook page visits with her photos 
and insights on the activities of our wonderful U3A. 

 Manfred Bartz, our IT Manager, joins the COM officially after 
attending as a visitor during 2024. Manfred has totally 
redesigned our website and, along with Seng Poon, has set up 
viable working programs each term. He has also opened a 
Tech Café for members, to assist with their technology 
problems, which has been well received.

Motion: That the President’s Report for the year ended 31 
December 2024 be accepted.
Moved: Susan Webster, Seconded: Margaret Kirwan. 
Passed

6. Treasurer’s Report:
 The Annual Financial Report was distributed to attendees.
 Rose-Mary discussed the key numbers contained in the 

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the Year Ended 31 
December 2024.

 Rose-Mary highlighted the reasons why there is deficit for the 
year of $4,793 up from $957 from the previous year, due to 
increased rent figures and various expenditures.

 Rose-Mary referred to the Statement of Financial position at 31
December 2024 and explained that the decrease in Net Assets 
of $4,793 had resulted in a decrease in Members’ Funds of that
amount

 
Motion: That the Annual Financial Report for the year ended 31 
December 2024 be accepted. 



Moved: Rose-Mary Cassin, Seconded: Helen Elliot. Passed. 

7. General Business:

 This year, the COM would like to welcome “shadow committee 
members”. These would be U3A members who may be curious
about what the committee does, and who could possibly 
contribute and eventually join the committee if so inclined.

 Susan acknowledged the various artworks on the wall that had
been provided by the Friday morning Oil Painting Class, who 
are tutored by Sok-Cheng Chang.

 Anjali Marcou from the Bendigo Bank presented two oversized 
Cheques for $3,000 and $450, representing the grants we 
received in 2024. Anjali pointed out that this was part of the 
$10 million dollars the Bendigo Bank has contributed to the 
community so far.

8. Election of Committee of Management Members for 2025/26:
 Alex Brunetti from the City of Whitehorse took over the Chair, 

and announced that the Secretary of U3A Box Hill had received
the following nominations for the 2025/26 Committee of 
Management by the due date:
President            Valerie Bourke
Vice President   Susan Webster
Treasurer            Rose-Mary Cassin
Secretary            Chris Dwyer

Plus, ordinary members:
Lee Wallin, Seng Poon, Kathy Burt, Stanley Barker, Mario 
Bonnici, Gwen George, Betty Shaw, Chris Marks, Clare Harris 
and Manfred Bartz.
As the number of nominations did not exceed the number of 
vacancies, Alex declared these members elected.



Meeting Closed: 11.20am and was followed by a very 
entertaining talk by Elida Brereton, titled Reflections on 
Education 

Appendix: List of Attendees (65): Friday 4th April 2025 

Laura Saunders Barbara Hatley
Fay Salmon Maureen Kable
Christine Dwyer Val Mooney
Anne Martin Graeme McRae
Jim Maunder Joan Schonberg
Tim O’Leary Bruce Bourke
Angela Fung Max Beaton
Chris Marks Helen Beaton
Manfred Bartz Deidre Bills-Thompson
Susan Webster Mario Bonnici
Alex Brunetti (City of 
Whitehorse)

Stanley Barker

John Walters Raewyn Axup
Daryl Forde Mary Lloyd
Seng Poon Ros Ives
Rose-Mary Cassin Jo Dawson
Betty Shaw Shirley Earl
Francis Bonnici Veronica Rust
Susan Graze Helen Elliott
Lindsay Jacombs Margaret Kirwan
Michael Jacombs Patsy Watson
Dean Sanelli Claire Harris
June Anton Peter Crawley
Lorraine Fernando Lester Wallin
Joe Gentile Lee Wallin
Lesley Zheng Tina McInerney
Siu Wan Tse (Wendy) Sok Cheng Chang
Ramona Kapur Lisa Williams (City of 



Whitehorse)
Lesley Holdsworth Mary Gao
Yvonne Lampos Harold Keith Gaze
Seng Poon Benjamin Chan (MCU3A)
Marg Randall Anjali Marcou (Bendigo Bank)
Anne Short Gwen George
Maria Johnston


