
Annual General Report 2026 Page 1 of 3

President’s Report on 2025

Acknowledgment of Country

On behalf of those present, I begin by acknowledging the Wurundjeri people of the 
Kulin Nation, the Traditional Custodians of the land we now call Whitehorse. I would 
like to pay my respects to their Elders, both past and present, and value the ongoing 
contribution of their ancient culture. We remember the wisdom that surviving and 
thriving here for at least 50,000 years has given them.

In keeping with this respect, we recognise the passing of Aboriginal Studies tutor Jim
Poulter in 2025 and celebrate the continued growth of our Indigenous Garden 
Project at Strabane Hall, led by Jan Ackeroyd.

Membership & Finance

 Subscriptions: Following a recommendation from the Treasurer, the 
Committee of Management (COM) confirmed at the July meeting that the 
annual subscription will be maintained at $60 .

 Growth: Membership has seen a significant post-pandemic recovery. Active 
members rose from 401 in November 2024 to 455 in November 2025, 
reaching levels not seen since before COVID-11.

 Note: Please refer to the yellow data sheet for a comprehensive membership 
analysis.

Programme Coordinator’s Report

2025 saw a diverse expansion of our physical and educational offerings:

 Health & Wellbeing: The Strength & Balance class with Tom Scott proved so 
popular it expanded from one class to two and now three. We also hosted a 
five-week Healthy Aging course sponsored by St Vincent’s Health.

 New Initiatives: We pioneered a member-led English Conversation Corner 
during terms 2 and 3.

 Specialist Lectures: Student tutor Ethan Newnham returned from Oxford to 
deliver a high-level update on neuroscience research.

 Course Highlights: Beginners Ukulele remained self-sustaining, while Bocce
(at the Veneto Club) and Cantonese Opera singing maintained loyal 
followings. Members also engaged in state-wide digital learning via the 
Healing Ourselves and the Planet Zoom class.

 Excursions: A successful tour of the Warrnambool area was conducted, 
notably visiting London Bridge prior to the imposition of new entry fees.
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Accommodation & Facilities

 Venue Management: We continued to utilise the Mont Albert Reserve 
Pavilion and the Scout Hall to provide additional space near our Strabane 
Campus. In the second half of the year, we successfully relocated the 
Karaoke group to the Scout Hall, reducing costs.

 Maintenance: Our lease for Strabane Hall ($330 p.a.) is contingent on our 
upkeep of the building. We held two vital working bees in February and 
September; sincere thanks go to the 30+ volunteers who ensure our rent 
remains affordable.

 Indigenous Garden: Under the leadership of Jan Ackeroyd, the garden 
project flourished this year with several new plantings.

 Technology: We gratefully acknowledge a $2,500 grant from Bendigo 
Bank, which was used to upgrade the Wi-Fi service at Strabane Hall.

Community Engagement

 Outreach: We promoted U3A Box Hill at the City of Whitehorse Spring 
Festival and held an "Open Class" initiative at Strabane Hall, welcoming over 
30 visitors.

 Social Impact: Our Karaoke group performed for residents at the Simon 
Price Centre in May and August.

 Charity: Our Christmas raffle raised $336 for the Aussie Hay Runners.

Acknowledgements & Valete

 Service Awards: At the 2025 Christmas lunch, Distinguished Service Awards 
were presented to Rose-Mary Cassin (Treasurer) and Gwen George (Office 
Manager). We also recognised Valerie Robinson for her years of 
housekeeping service.

 Life Memberships: Today, we are proud to present Life Memberships to Jim 
Maunder and Stanley Baker.

 Tutors & Volunteers: Our thanks go to Seng Poon, Betty Shaw, and our 
entire roster of tutors whose generosity is the backbone of this club.

 Valete: It is with sadness that we acknowledge the passing of Aboriginal 
Studies tutor Jim Poulter in 2025.

President’s Closing Remarks

By embracing self-help principles, U3A Box Hill continues to support the City of 
Whitehorse Vision 2040, specifically regarding community health, empowerment, 
and social connection. My thanks go to the COM for their adaptability and support, 
making the role of President a pleasure.
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Financial Statements
 
The 2025 Financial Statements show a surplus of approximately $6,800. This 
represents an increase of $11,600 from the deficit for 2024 of $4,800.

In round figures, income increased by $15,800. There were three major reasons for 
this improvement:

(a) Membership Fees increased by $6,000. The three reasons were an increase 
in the annual fee from $50 to $60, an increase in full-year fee-paying 
members of 25 and 31 part-year members who paid $35.

(b) New sources of income in 2025 were fee-paying Beginners Ukulele and 
Strength and Balance Training courses, which raised approximately $7,800. 
The amount paid to tutors is detailed in the section on Expenditure below.

(c) Grant income in 2025 was represented by the allocation of $4,300 received in 
2024 from Bendigo Bank Inner East Community Finance Limited to fund the 
purchase of a second honour board at Strabane Hall, at a cost of $2,700, and 
two laptops and one PC, at a total cost of $1,600, required to accommodate 
the new Windows 11 operating system. 

In round figures, expenditure increased by $4,200. $3,200 of this amount is 
explained by the net effect of the following

(a) A new category of expenditure, i.e. Course Expenses for Fee-Paying 
Courses, of approximately $6,000. These are payments made to the tutors of 
Beginners Ukulele and Strength and Balance Training courses.

(b) A decrease in Rent of approximately $2,800 resulting from the transfer of 
several courses to less expensive venues. 

Net Assets at the end of 2025 were approximately $6,800 more than at the end of 
2024. $6,700 of this resulted from an increase in Current Assets. Of this increase, 
$6,500 was the net effect of the increase in Term Deposits with Bendigo Bank of 
$8,600 and a reduction in Cash on Hand, i.e.  in Bendigo Bank and PayPal 
accounts, of $2,100. The remaining $100 was the excess of the increase in Non-
Current Assets over the increase in Current Liabilities. 

Grants

During 2025 President Valerie Bourke, on behalf of the COM, successfully applied 
for a grant of $2,500 from Bendigo Bank Inner East Community Finance Limited. 
This money is being applied in 2026 to fund a Wi-Fi upgrade and cloud storage.


